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Dr. Mohd. Qamar Alam
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian, AMU, Aligarh

Saadi Shirazi: The Messenger of Humanity

Abstract:

Saadi Shirazi (Maslih al-Din Maslih ibn Abdullah Shirazi) is one
of the most influential Persian poets, prose writers, social
reformers, and Sufi thinkers of the 7th century Hijri. His works,
particularly Biistan and Gulistan, provide timeless ethical
guidance and spiritual insight, emphasizing universal human
values such as compassion, justice, humility, and moral integrity.
This paper explores Saadi’s life, philosophy, and teachings,
demonstrating their enduring relevance in addressing moral and
spiritual challenges in the modern world. Through his poetry and
prose, Saadi emerges as a teacher, reformer, and messenger of
humanity.

Keywords: Saadi Shirazi, Persian literature, humanism, ethics,
spirituality, Gulistan, Biistan

Introduction

Saadi’s teachings remain profoundly relevant in the contemporary
world. The universality and timelessness of his work distinguish
it from other literary productions. His verses and anecdotes
continue to enlighten humankind about ethics, justice,
compassion, contentment, humility, and repentance. While deeply
aligned with Islamic teachings, his worldview rests fundamentally
on humanitarian values. Saadi Shirazi was not merely a poet; he
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was a reformer, moral guide, philosopher, and keen observer of
human nature.

Biistan and Gulistan constitute the pillars of Persian ethical
literature, establishing the foundations of didactic poetry. Their
study not only enriches literary appreciation but also nourishes
spiritual refinement, offering guidance amid modern moral and
social crises.

Saadi’'s Relevance in the Modern World

Despite unprecedented material advancement, contemporary
society faces moral and spiritual crises. Humanity is losing its
essence; social insensitivity has become widespread; injustice and
corruption dominate; and education is often reduced to the pursuit
of credentials. In such an age, Saadi’s teachings call for a new
moral order founded on goodness, justice, brotherhood, and
universal human dignity. His thought encourages compassion,
patience, humility, self-restraint, and service to humanity. Even
today, his writings embody humanism, tolerance, and
truthfulness.

Life and Philosophy of Saadi

Muslih al-Din Maslih ibn Abdullah Shirazi, known as Saadi, was
a multifaceted personality: Sufi, social reformer, scholar, traveler,
physician, and linguist. He provided ethical, social, and spiritual
guidance that transcends temporal boundaries. His poetry reflects
love, tolerance, compassion, and knowledge of God, emphasizing
the dignity of humanity across differences of religion, race, and
social status.
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One of Saadi’s most celebrated verses exemplifies his universal
humanism:

35 838y slae ) adl i
8 8 S 5 Gy Al ) S
BSTPRET EUtpN Syae 2
8 aila |, guae Ko
o 52 OB s S
ol Aigd i AS Al

Translation:
The children of Adam are limbs of one another,
Created from the same essence.

If one member suffers, the others cannot remain at rest.
He  who feels no grief  for  others’ pain
Does not deserve the name of human.

Saadi’s personality encompassed multiple roles, making his life
and works a rich source of study. His contributions have
influenced literature, ethics, and spirituality, not only in the East
but also globally.

Ethical and Spiritual Teachings

Invocation of God

B Gla S (ld b
28 Gl ) R A
pRiad s AT 2 gla4
o s iy Uad ay S

Translation:
In the name of God who created the soul,
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And bestowed upon man the gift of speech.
The Lord—Generous and Supportive,
The Clement, who forgives sins and accepts repentance.

Supplication for Mercy

Lda pelianla S
\ﬁ&iw\el-&ﬁs
b 5l et sl
o s Ui lhad ) Gluale S
Wadol) 51l Hlaks
MH\}AJJ‘K‘)JLL'A

Translation:

O Generous Lord! Have mercy on our state, for we are trapped in
the snares of our own desires. We have no helper except You, and
You alone forgive the sins of the erring. Protect us from the path
of error, overlook our faults, and guide us toward righteousness.

Virtues and Ethical Principles
Saadi’s works systematically explore ethical principles, including:
Reflection on the Workmanship of Almighty God:

Reflect upon the magnificent golden dome of the sky—firmly
suspended without pillars. God has assigned different stations to
His creation: some as guardians, others as rulers; some as seekers
of justice, others as collectors of tribute; some dwell in poverty,
others in wealth; some enjoy permanence, others face mortality.
Some sit on mats while others occupy thrones; some wear coarse
garments while others don silk. Some are poor, others affluent;
some are healthy, others frail; some are righteous, others erring.

6



Anwar-e-Tahgeeq October-December 2021 ISSN: 2454-4035

Some enjoy pleasure, others suffer sorrow; some hold power,
others pay taxes; some rejoice, others are afflicted. Such is the
divine diversity which invites man to reflection. Saadi says:

gl Ggive ) 293 iddw oS S35 a8 g S 4K
slos zL (K golss ols (K slily (559 Olwely S0
Lél Soolas ) S Ll 5o $Gglieys S5
220 S s sl 5 iy (529 s 1 (S
Sl (9515l o Sl (Ko 1o S
Ols2gd (509 2395 Jluo (4 Ols3 b (50 9 s (S5
Lgse Ksgelessn K Uas 50 ($5 9 lgee 0 S
=S K 95bap K G (S 9 3BS (S0
PENERATIPY ST VI ¢ e oy ol 5o (K
LS (93l S5 Dzl Koolaal S
s (539 Ol (5 e 933 (K59 oleslds (55
In Praise of the Prophet ()
s 39y dazma glis Al olas s 592 B L)
520 392 Shozmo e 4S Letst iyl 13 e
Bl O1Sa Sk 59 Bl s Bl b iS; aS.

As long as the tongue rests in the mouth, praising Muhammad
(#8) brings delight to the heart. He is the Beloved of God, the
most noble of all Prophets, whose station is near the Throne of
Majesty. He rode the celestial steed Buraq, surpassing even the

blue celestial palaces.

Address to the Self (Nafs)

s il JUo 5 55 215

8 Gieie poe Jlo g
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O self! Forty precious years of your life have passed, yet your
nature remains childish. You have always pursued your desires
and never once reflected on righteousness. Do not rely on this
fleeting life nor remain heedless of time’s deceptions, for the
world is a mirage that changes in an instant.

The Virtue of Generosity

sheidey 394 gl 3l 50 4S Hlas | s Ko i€ Sigliew
b AL Dgliew g ilaly ook e Lo g calat @81 5o
Only the fortunate choose generosity, for a man's true fortune
arises from his liberality. Conquer the world through kindness,

and be a leader in the realm of compassion—for generosity is the
key to honor and acceptance.

Condemnation of Miserliness

Judey aME il JLSI 5 Juses a8 33,8 752 S
392 O9Same 1y Syl S 392 0 9)l8 S S 53 S|
o sl ag ) Jate A ooy Ll Gl

Even if fate favors the miser and fortune becomes his servant—
even if he possesses the treasure of Qarun and rules a quarter of
the earth—he remains blameworthy. Even if he is ascetic on land
and sea, he is deprived of Paradise according to the Prophetic
tradition. Though wealthy, the miser suffers humiliation like a
beggar. The generous enjoy their wealth, while the miser is
consumed by anxiety over gold and silver.

8
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The Excellence of Humility

Sligs 15 Las Bl 594 s 68 punlgs 5
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O heart! If you adopt humility, the Creator will love you and
people will cherish you. Humanity’s true adornment is humility.
It elevates your spiritual rank and opens the doors of Paradise.
Humility increases honor just as the moon receives its light from
the sun. It is the key to Paradise and the ornament of dignity.
Through humility you will become beloved on earth and
cherished like the soul itself.

Condemnation of Arrogance

4 )l 55 Ss 3 G595 4S g g1k (S 2SS

s colio 5 b 2SS oMala> wsle 39y 2SS

39239403 93958 33 o yus 291 4SS Cdias 4S |y (S

G o las 9 68 (0 s GS o e A Glase
Translation:

Beware, my son—never be arrogant, for one day this very pride
will bring you down. Arrogance is the habit of ignorant people;
the wise keep away from it. The arrogant man’s mind fills with
delusion and conceit. If you know arrogance is evil, why do you
repeat the same mistake?

The Virtue of Knowledge
JlasJbegole g cadx 3l &5 JLeS b ple 51 pol g
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The children of Adam attain perfection through knowledge, not
through wealth or social status. As a candle melts to give light, a
person must sacrifice for the sake of knowledge. Without
knowledge, one cannot truly know God. Both worldly and
spiritual order rest upon knowledge. If you are wise, learn
nothing but knowledge, for ignorance leads to heedlessness.
Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim man and
woman, as the Prophet (%) taught.

Humility in Knowledge
6539 Oliss das 5l (63,8 ASs> o 0180 5l a3 48 (S (g

Gogsan Oludl Ciyguo 4y 505 diyg 23l 9 gapilsr 5wl cuasl ale

Do not claim superiority over others due to your knowledge. If
arrogance enters your heart, you will fall from grace. True
knowledge teaches humanity, chivalry, and etiquette; otherwise,
you are but a beast in human form.

The Virtue of Justice

NIRISTIORPRRINIR 313 218 dea gl 15 35 5
LS glws cduas ,S1 LS gylsly cSlea ()3

s sLa 1y ciliast Jal Js s sl Gilail Iy ole>
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When God has granted you such blessings, why do you not
administer justice? If justice becomes your companion, your
kingdom will remain strong. Build the world with fairness and
gladden the hearts of the just. Nothing builds the world better
than justice. If you seek honor, shut the doors of oppression.

Condemnation of Oppression

Ol ol pys pliva g Olez i sl )l 5
olad wlle Jal 3l syl Olez o ) plbs A3IS (S
Jlg3 bl c&le updiygs 4 Jb s ol consy s
295§ 5,31 G s olmu olicas 5 oS
S (S Olaas i O 99y Figds oL aS

The world is ruined by tyranny, just as the spring garden is
destroyed by autumn winds. Whoever ignites the fire of
oppression brings forth the cries of humanity. Never allow
injustice, lest your dominion perish. Do not oppress the weak;
remember the narrowness of the grave. Oppress not the poor and
helpless, for the oppressor shall enter Hell without question.

The Virtue of Contentment

@290 &S Tl el 5 28l Sy uslid ;€9
Jls sl e diasys iy 4S Jlie e s Kis )81
Slidl 485 1) (b il 48 ke 851 diasys 35l

Olr 599 2 cuslid y955 LS ey i3l ol 58

O heart! If you attain contentment, you will rule the kingdom of
peace. Do not complain of poverty, for wealth means nothing to
the wise. The intelligent feel no shame in poverty—the Prophet
(#) was proud of it. [lluminate your soul with the light of
contentment if you hold a sign of true fortune.

11
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Condemnation of Greed
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Translation:

O you trapped in the snare of greed, intoxicated by its cup!
Whoever falls captive to greed destroys the harvest of his life.
Why toil for wealth that will vanish in an instant?

The Virtue of Obedience and Worship

ploe ceellay ybols s 29 pe by JLB1 aS |y (S
Ol by udingss gy 4 Ol iy 39y el
39y s lls 59530 Jo 39 yuinto ey Cislass
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The heart of a truly fortunate person inclines toward worship.
Worship is the light of the soul, just as the sun illuminates the
world. Happiness is attained through obedience, and the heart
becomes radiant with its light. If you truly serve God, you will
become a leader in the realm of prosperity. Keep your ablution
fresh with the water of worship so that you may be saved from
Hellfire. Establish prayer with sincerity so that you may gain
eternal fortune. Light the lamp of piety within your heart so that,
like the blessed ones, you become truly happy.

The Virtue of Gratitude

12
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Gratitude increases one’s wealth and blessings, and opens the
doors of success. Let no breath pass without thanking God, for
gratitude is obligatory. Expressing gratitude is most virtuous—
gratitude is the adornment of Islam. Gratitude enhances dignity,
honor, and prosperity.

The Virtue of Patience

Sl s (g9l ey Sl 393 (G940 55 15
Oy 020 B9 ) Mg & Ol S 39 90
of zlide couts gplio 2 4S ol a3 wlaS g rpme
S 39 Jo> oULe 31 48 ;n.b:b.o:ﬂﬁéw
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If patience becomes your helper, you will attain enduring
fortune. Patience is the attribute of the Prophets; the pious never
turn away from it. Patience opens the doors of the heart’s
desires, and nothing but patience can unlock them. A patient
person attains the fulfillment of his wishes, and scholars resolve
their difficulties with patience. Patience brings success and
delivers from hardship.

The Virtue of Truthfulness

Sleise 9 v iy 39 sl Guly S 8 Y
iy 03)8 b Gl 31 4 eodiogd Gunly 3 s gy 43
St 3 Gl (Al 55 4S et 58 Ol 53 Goly3l
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O heart! If you adopt truthfulness, fortune and prosperity will
accompany you. The wise never deviate from truth, for truth
elevates one’s reputation. No deed is better than truth in this
world, for the garden of truth bears no thorns.

Do Not Place Hope in People

sles oyl g cile 548k S 359550 4S5 S g 0!
P55 dan g Sz 935l Sy 4S el g ol 9 Sasys 4SS (S
Sk oy i3l agy Syl 3 (G b 4S g S

Place no trust in the world—for it may suddenly destroy you. Do
not rely on kingdom, rank, or army—they existed before you and
will remain after you. Do no evil, for even a good friend will
repay evil with evil. A bad seed never yields good fruit.

The Transience of the World

Olcw 1948 551 glgy L Oléd olabu plalaasly Lug
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Many mighty kings have passed away, many warriors and
conquerors have perished. Many beautiful, graceful, moon-faced
maidens, many perfumed and adorned brides, many renowned
and successful people—all tore the garment of life and buried
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their heads in the dust. Their harvest of life was scattered by the
wind, and today no trace of them remains. The world is not
permanent, my son—do not waste your life in heedlessness. Do
not attach your heart to this alluring palace, for calamities fall
from the sky without pause. Do not set your heart on this ancient,
decaying abode, for it is never free of sorrow and hardship. Do
not attach your heart to this fleeting world—and remember this
one counsel of Saadi forever.

Conclusion

Saadi Shirazi emerges as a timeless teacher, reformer, and guide.
His works transcend the literary sphere, offering ethical, social,
and spiritual solutions for the human condition. In a world beset
by moral decay, injustice, and spiritual neglect, Saadi’s teachings
illuminate the path of compassion, humility, justice, and human
dignity. His poetry and prose continue to inspire, reminding us
that the essence of humanity lies not in material accumulation
but in ethical living and spiritual reflection.

Through Biistan and Gulistan, Saadi remains a messenger of
humanity, a beacon whose teachings are as indispensable today
as they were seven centuries ago.
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3TST #fF 3T & T 81 ST aTel, SAREY FHUST T Gehed,
e 3R @3 doat arel gerdrs, YU alie & g FAT Hr
Gerq, 3N T HiT 3cure—d FHT FHEa! T AT 8 | TS
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TAT & TORT & e @l & Aene 3mer off Rars & &
TR & AFHRNGR HIcah, PeiT HIfsAT & 3, R dida-
e & Tdell T THD 37 STIRT Y BfaeTi{e Tredr gl

3T & H! DT AT fIATAT 8 €11 SoF AT g1 gl Sl
STet arelt 3ratdl, @3 diell, 3¢ 3R TAHT STHTIISAT &1 Tar
aiFAHoT § S Fer AR I Aerdar| s waer $r AT H
Hrora, @A 3R s Tase @S Sar § | ST el T 3igTeT
‘Fr, FReAT S A Tl T H TYFd 81 o | Ig HATTS el
o1 ShHal ol HIERTdeh gioe & Higeh Sallcll o |

Y & FHadr H i 3 3mearicAs WRT sgd el gl
IET 371 YTl HiR, ATEIS, 7S, SATHATS 3R e afeat
T 3TEAT & ahe; 7@ 8| 51 @ s 0A § Totetepr sfaera qra-ard
|t 9 qIe g1 O Fat A daet | g iR gaaan gt
AT §; AR 7 Tgrar Fere aral # X FET ATfAS gielT ¢
g 3meaTicHsh fafaydar sraer $r fafkrse faRaa &1 3aa s &3
Hadr # 38 3R a1fes Adl 93 3818 J AATT 1 &, ToT ol
3R THTGHT, fearel, g¥A 3R $¢ off AT ®9 & Sher & ary
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FATS ST & | TET HROT & o Tt e dlere fr s aga
T &

HIY & HHE! T TAIT Fell T e T g1 FgT hl Wil
gaferl, RTAGR FHIA, 3 FRIY, Thal HT Fers, fAcer A
SR W TS I8 IRIR TR TAAT R qarehT-Hghi o fohadX
g3 TEIG-99 & 8T T 37e19T 20 TR 1T ¢ | §© Haa]
H QU HIfSAT 311eT 8 IFaTa 8, [T gopavarat quet et
AT ¢ IF3EdTet. $o13 oAarel) iR I ¢7egar AR e 6
GERIA &1 GYard YHTa fe@rs ar g

FY 3R R 3@y & Fa§ H 3F Jg &1 TgT F Td
AT g, YT, =T, ETeil 3R Aieoral & R gUR | S edl
TaRIY & 3curel & fIT TG §, S aRTeeh sl HAT, oT&A3
T dFaTE, &1, gXals T dToRT 819, 3R thamere-3rarear &1
=TT |

T #iZE & et T cIafeyd JF, goret &
T, 3R amEor-ersd Sieaeh e ARt e At
IR A & T &, FEE I TSI, AR,
SIAT fAHATOT, AT AT T A, dle-Dder & MR 3R Te
FEGHT T TAATOT—31TST 87 8T 92 AT A grar 8
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37TY & FHUST I AT SideT AT Sad 3 AT g
Tgl el & 9g dAgea f&ar Ardm g1 faarg, S=Afes, faes,
folepTE, H{ 31, YoTeha, TAT, BR-2R[—3eT 3T T X e
H IS @ &1 3c8d had IRART d& HfAT 781 8d, dfeh
AT & T fATe So¢ AT g1 Ig T8l TERid ARSI
Siaet # 31 Favg 1 yfafaficg s g

379 & Hger HT e Farem off seowaT &l F$ HEar H
Qe FACIY, HEpd [dedrerd, fhaea@s 3R Ear 5
Flctoll T AT W T 81 $& TUEAT I RA&701 FEATT
STaTeT ShTel 7 T g 5T, S 31T 31 17 & g €1 3¢, HIRA,
TR 3R EET—5eT TaehT 31T T8 s TRART I IRT
el

HIY & FHHS H Tk HArE) 91d g & foh TAT & MY Rk
H off g7 qIelT TRTU SieT § | R W ekl # Jolcdt IR
fAoTsal, Yog Fr Agh, WRE 3d, AET-sT18 & T T
aMT ST dTel AT 3R For, HEHA & Alg 3R ST 6
TEI— 9 FEETS SfiaeT i T8s 3R AFTIRIAT Yl aid
gl
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31T & HEET H IRATRS TG THRS gl §1 Tt TgFd
RER &I 3RO 3e 87 HI6T &€ deh Sfad &1 93 F31Tahr
FFATS, USTHART & Heal I IarId-oi d3eht 7 0T o, 3R
TG T T ooRT 377 37 ot g $31

3TST & FAT H ST ATAHI0T AT & TG T@T &, FHEQT T FIAT
T 95t WY §1 A5 T3, 3myfas o, Bioea glawnd ik
JEc] TNET SYTEAT A Sof haa! ol YA & SAsT g1 T
87, 3T ST T HTcHAT—IeThl WK, dgoe IR ARFIAH
TgTe—37e ${T 3181007 § | TG 3TEToAehdT 3 TR 1 H feld
A So¢ AR # faRIse g=arar g1

3ITY & HEET I TUgATT hadl 3edehr Hianfores et o
AT AT 8, 9fch I T HraTcHS g &, S8l 3817, §Epid,
HTST 3R HAGATU TRETHT Siiaet &1 Teh oI §T T Al ol
Tl Y ga1 7 a8 Ao & TS0 Fgg@ oY fnam o7 AhaT &, W
QUeGT H ST UTeTT hiSeT §| T I8 TSN & STel ST YA T3t
H 31T AGHH HAT &, oTe! oiael a3l AR Tt oferdm g, 3R

STET T & e W 3797 3Tedca T TgaTd il g

3 o e AREAd H HRA T /ST AEpict 3R FiTT =i
TA-STHAT BT o T eI 3cT6I0T 8 | SoT sl bl AT
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H 98T Ig agolld 3T Y 9gT Hewr &l g—3afaiad, 9H,

faeteraT, Hare 3R AHET & Sfiadt 1 areafas died g
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