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ATA®T AT

enref, FRET AT, TEas [Aafdcare, auds

AT Y @R T U "iacd Aqadised

3R UG & g Yol H RYd H3el Teh AT 19K & Toiaehr
Igdlel shdol 3 3N, 3TAETH IT IR dh WA 1T §,
ST ST AEdTdeh JTcHT 37 Gl GXITeT H 9T § it dfear
q gl 1 TR b 3meaTferendr, Y, Tega 3R Sare Reat
T ITATEE @ Aiarchl el 31T IEY &' TSV Y ETaMe hel AR
T T ATH 7181 &, d 39 a1 T Siifad [HaTe g foh fgeg 3R
HATHATS el FHET fhd YR IS HEHI, 316d, fAd-
STTeRT 3ot ST IORT 3R HATH HTEAT T Teh IAET STTHT IR
T Hebd | T8 HRUT g Tob HSTeIT ehl SIATTGH hT ohatl # 3TaT
A g QU dgohdl RS, 98 399« 3R 98 fSer-30-aT
T G ol dTell FETATT FHGHH T ST Hehell g, Tordeh felw
fegEaria Fhad favasr & S ST 81|

3T &7 sfasr 3cdd 9= & 3R T8 & FeA-Fed W
3l 1 R A g$¢ | Tg IR oS FHY T Ueh Tipidh
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HITH WA I AT 8T &1 S8 &R I g FHr & AT, TE,
3ucer f&am, 93 3R srgar & Rraw &r 3R e ot gudae
gUIS=al Hal & AT 3ToT 8 HSTeI & &A1t & forw Qom &r
I, GegoT T TITg 3R 3TEAT T 16T T Tcileh g1 § To |

SoT SLAMGT T HAgar 5T a1d & off [Afea & o et fomely
I &7, S AT AT & YR TR IgT, dfeh dhaol el ol
TTaTs, AT T Tarfeer AR Tt § Agsad oo gt 3§
HITCAT &hT IIMRT ST IATAT Teh g F Fgleil AW 3T &1 S 8-31F
FIS TTFd 57 IfaT Tl T Ih@e de 9g TdTe, 395 A 7
Teh 37STI9-HT MY 3Tt oIt § 1 SXFMMGT ek Ug et el Il
R YT G 3R ST dTel, e 3R Gl i ghled, 7S
HTATS H M ATT-Heldheld, 31T AT T 3 el g TFa—
Y g9 AT Tk VY g6l Bid 901 & S Ifed & A &Y
HEHT H T &l §1 ST BT A et o SEe AIT §—qTA
STHTSY ST ABIA, FIT AR FAaTeT SR I ST, et 3R &
T H gRIRE gl qaer H Mars 3R T@gadr g5
JdTehV 31 Tl 3R 8t Agep st 81

Hrer & g @ 3R e gt 7 wed 9fiey § geRa
EATST Bl el WA 3elg T aNg| Ig G0TE
YT T FHI TR T ohg; ATl ATl ¢ | STl Agel T
fef@er & v gfaffsd g7 &, S Shasr T, 97,
FATAAT 3R ITEATTcHS Tehell TR TR AT| el STl & foh

4



3o 91H A drell g8 AfFd—ag 98 Tl g T Th—
UhgHT cIdgR 3R ThgHTA AT 9TdT AT| 37T Wielahlg &
TRYST T Far, @l Y GAT AT Hr WRT 3R AgATTATON
T ST ITET 3TEX AT 1o SNeT GT-¢T A shdol IeTehl HaTd U1l &
orT 3T | TIRAIY 3T IR 31T i) 38 SI3TE H Fell hl TR,
hedTall el feeTeher 3TaTat 3R sigere 31t & #fis ues var ATgler
IR &Y Sl g St feeT Sl g olar gl

EYATE # YA I &GI8 Ugel [SF DIt 1 31379 81T &, I8
& 20T aTTeaR YT H Holl § 3M$H 31X I oITel ol Fgeh | HIATAL &
&3 Bel W HR-8R ToTd she A T3 a1 fohdll JmeaTicHe gferdn
H 9Id g, S8l AieTRen AR-RET AT gl e Ze e 81|
IR W e A1GL, §RATeH T Tl I3T I THAUT, SFR 6T Ag
AT 3N FUX 35 YA T SHIST hl Teh 3elaT 81 ol
H ol ST § 1 O IlTeT g1l & 6 38 T W g g, g¥ iy,
& Forstel YR-6R Frerey aerelt §1 31 & o 38 g1t 7 &1
FSTRT, IS Heowldl, IS JTRAT Geehcl g TATTAS g STl 8, 3R
cTTFd HGHH T g Toh 3HET HTATST EY 37 Tl e dh
Ug a6l & fordel Afeal & 36 &Rl I Al &t {IG G T 2|

HITAT ST SI3MRT H Tah 3R AT 31T 31X § Torar Srer 8—
FONId 93 HEGH e hT GG | TG GG Tl Hican
3R g 3meafers wea & forw afiey €1 6T fondl IR &l
fe@rar g1, o7 AR-2RTET 3R 7 & IS FT PraTgd,; dfeh Th

5



Anwar-e-Tahgeeq July-September 2021 ISSN: 2454-4035

QTeT, FERY 3R €AY ATATaRoT ST8T &Y 37T aTell Shid $©
gel & folT T3 I AR & 3cTeT AgYH Xl ¢| 935 AGCH
TGS T STl 3R ITHIH o &1 H Teh UH HA o &T H AT
ST & foiegiet 3r9eY Siaet o1 3T H1eT ANl dhl FAEIT oo,
3o¢ TATE Gol 3R 3o7oh G@T Tl A FeA H TSATAT| gl STar
g & 3 g H FS F971 A1 ST FAGT AT| rATAS
HHATAATIHT ATl GfAAT H IeTohT HEA—H A, AT 3N 98g
JHTGHRT AT: SATATT &7 T F37T 997 g 3R 997 & ged 957
seed|

SH 3T Fl Thatt & 8T WA §, Afchet g @raRl 37 &r
Tt T GgeT AT &1 TgT 9T ol TAT AP TN g T
S @A §, AT & UTH T SRR G311 & & 3R FT & Fel
39 ATEATIcH Soll ol HEGH I o il IRI 3R thell gl 81
S HCHT TATA & 1o 39 &I3NE I HTH Hel T 15T goal gl
ST & | 3eTehl HTST H g df “feel T & AT g oIrem §,” 3R
T 91 3H SETE T A 3ArET fawar &1 JgT 31 arerr
safeq Re &2, R 591 & 3 A 9 a9 39 weEh
JTATaRoT & 33T SaT &

HEAIT T GIMMET T Teh 3R Secl@ei Uge] TG ¢ foh O of shadl
i Ter § dfew AATSS GeHTasT, Aiegide arar 3R
HATSIAT I TSN GUEY &1 Siidd 3eor o g1 Jgr i,
AT, (8@, $a15 Tl T & o5l # T3 gt d1eX derd
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g, YT ST &, 3T A & 3R Tl § Savd Al g1 &5 B,
aRart # T8 W Nifedt & el 37 & & o Y of oo
HRI— Y AT TR FATeAT, AT, HlleT TTCT—h 3aTR IR Jad
Ugel ELATE ST ATeX TeTs STl ¢ | I8 Aeed 3R dgsiie &1
Jer rEr JITH § ae afedl @ $Rd hr e & S
ggdTe &l g

TSI T eXaTeT & glat arel 39 Y a1 of 937 eeea g1 38
T GE GG H Ueh TGIeA 3c8d T &I of AdT ol P-4
AT 3T &, TEAT H Ghled HTclT 8, hedTell T Aol THAT
& 3T TR Y Tl B g TR Tl T & S R
R T & STl &l

FHT FINT T AGHF MTH—SIoTh I AYIT U,
ERAMFAIA &I 3o PR oY, 3R “3roelig § 1 JhR—
TEIET I SIIMMET oh 3 ol Tohdll JTeTfcHS FAGlcad U i oTgl
FATT | 3 o T&aT 7 3THITH T G SATRT oI Teh &7 9T & 3T
ST §—9&, Algsad 3R sa1faad o [T H| T3 ST e9Te
Shadl STAgr AT 3TEAT & foIT & AGTaquT 7181 &, dfedh 3TTeT T
ATATTSTe ShaeT H 3eThT AT IEE 36H & | TEIAHGT I AT,
HYSTeT ST TIART, IS hr HgrardT, AT & TRART T TgATT,
3R gt 1 T d& A I g3eme R o e ®9 A Aerg
HAT g | SoToh Tt H ATTH AT 5T ST T (AT €ITeT T-A
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¢ fop gdi H Fra—ar, 97, AT AR T3y
HA A &7 31 g1 Sfad 18 o=l afeat ager &

SR 3T, HESIT T STIMMET hl AEgehell Y 3T &1 fawy
& | STH HITeT, AT 3T FEGEATT TATT T 31T fAsor
¢Ea &I fATdr g1 Qe AT A TRl A FATeNGR
f@sfat, afaat 1 oS, Tl & 3iTereT A o9 §@1g AT AA
& U3, 3R geRt W 3R 1S 3 T9 3o Fr shfaa
XGsT # AgeaqoT A e g1 AR o foredr g, orexna
U, EIIME T SIaRT R I Y 97 AR TALT T 30—
T O AT T QY HIG=T ST & S 3 feh aegshorn &
oTel faer FehciT|

ST et 2N & 352 U HTeIT T SI3MMGT b1 RT3 &, 9 T8
a1t & TR TeT hadl 93 7AgT Sfeh 3N, ST, THTSTA,
FerT, Ga 3R Arfigcg—all in one—ta & T W SAfaa
Ta&T 7 AlS[c &1 57 caTet of THT & et 3aR-Tga @
g Toleifae aRads, Ao seaTa, A caaTaT3il Hr
35T 3R FIREAT, AR o7 Haloh STd(G GXINGI I FGlail dTehcd
3R 3T AT THTT 371eT ¢ 3aeTT &) 7183 & forger afeat
ggel AT|

GGl o IR Iga1 dTel oller Y ST Tl o ardraRor H
fIw 8{fAHT [T &1 3T cTagR H U AT, ITddid H
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Teh 31cdT 3ieTaT 3R AgAE & 9fa T Tgof TEART ST &t
Aerar &1 ast & g RaRT Tl 37 Y § T e3emg & 317+ arer
& HEHATS &l TIREIT ol AT 3R Gel el & foham S0 SR
3R oo #HS ®ell, IRA STifaar, dasar 3R FRYT ALY Hr
G EIITMET o ITAUT T TSI 7 376197 €1 T $R AT &1 T
T TS dhddl UTfHAH 3eJHT & T8l dfosh ArEHide HFHT o
T ST &

HITAT &1 Gargah<T:: T HEH AET TG ATIS g & b TgT
3T I fard T o HIR Siched ST9TcT ¢ | 5T 3TETTcHD TUTeT
W WS e 3V 37T ITIfadt, FAIRAT, 3R gg @ fFe go
dIe; e 31T §| 98 HgH T & foh TgT 3T Shael 871U 3T
T FATH FT8T, SToeh TTcHT ol S el T TishaT &1 57 FishaT
#H F3 IR I8 3791 FeT T SUat, 3191 &6 31K 319e 3Tstat r
HIG 3T T 2ol H TET TAehTel &l § 3N FoehT HgHH T &
Ter 3MeTicHeh 2N SoT SRl T TaIH §3T Xl ¢ |

AT deoldT &, NGAT SGold! &, 3T dGoldl &, offche] Talell
T gTaTTg 3ToT off 37 & @Y § S gAmr & di—dlea, o4,
Tt 3R 97 F 78 5| IMYTAFAT & 58 AT H o I TUT
RN T Ig TeA R & b A Redi, ddeastt iR
IMEATTCHSR AT Y b, haft e T8 BT | A ST TSrelT T I
¢, 3R 50 IR ¥ UgITeT hT T GG AT 37| Tt 31
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qTell 87 SATFd Teh TR JIhT dlledl g—Hgead ol Tad a7
g3 &, 3R arfarad & aaw 937 &9
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Zeha Khan

Aligarh

History of Sandila: A Cultural and Medieval Landmark of
Awadh

Abstract:

Sandila, located in Hardoi district of Uttar Pradesh, represents
one of the region’s oldest gasbas (small urban centers) and has
played a significant role in the religious, socio-economic, and
administrative landscape of Awadh since at least the early
medieval period. This paper synthesizes historical,
archaeological, and literary evidence to trace Sandila’s origins, its
development under the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire,
its socio-cultural transformation under the Nawabs of Awadh,
and its evolution during the colonial and postcolonial phases.
Emphasis is placed on Sandila’s Sufi heritage, settlement
patterns, artisanal traditions, and agrarian base.

Introduction

Small towns or gasbas have historically played an important role
in northern India, often serving as nodes of religious learning,
artisanal production, and local governance. Sandila exemplifies
this pattern. Although overshadowed by larger urban centers
such as Lucknow or Kanpur, Sandila's historical trajectory offers
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a lens through which to view Awadh’s broader socio-political
dynamics. This study examines Sandila’s history from its early
settlement to contemporary times, drawing upon chronicles,
local traditions, district gazetteers, and ethnographic accounts.

The origins of Sandila are rooted primarily in local oral traditions
and scattered references in medieval chronicles. Some traditions
associate the area with early Islamic adventurers linked to Salar
Masud Ghazi (d. 1034 CE), whose narratives are widespread
across the Gangetic plain. Although historical evidence for direct
involvement is limited, these narratives indicate early Muslim
presence and settlement.

The name "Sandila” has been interpreted variously in local
traditions, including derivations from early clan names or
pastoral groups who inhabited the region prior to large-scale
urbanization. The absence of precise textual evidence
necessitates reliance on archaeological and settlement studies,
which suggest continuous habitation by the 11th-12th centuries
CE.

Under the Delhi Sultanate (13th-16th centuries) and later the
Mughal Empire (16th-18th centuries), Sandila emerged as an
important gasba with administrative relevance. Its strategic
position between Lucknow, Kannauj, and the Ganges Valley trade
routes contributed to the growth of agrarian markets and the
anchoring of local power structures.

District gazetteers describe Sandila as a place of notable
zamindari families, including Sayyids, Pathans, and Shaikhs,
whose presence shaped local governance. The construction of
mosques, graveyards, and neighborhood clusters during this era
reflects a stable and diversified urban society.

12
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Sandila developed into a center of weaving, pottery, and metal
crafts, common occupational specializations of gasbas during the
Mughal period. Artisans produced textiles suited for local
consumption and regional markets. Grain trade flourished due to
fertile agricultural surroundings.

From the 13th century onward, Sandila became a locus of Sufi
activity, particularly associated with the Chishti and other mystic
orders. Sufi saints played key roles in social integration,
mediation, and spiritual pedagogy. Their khangahs attracted
disciples, travelers, and scholars.

Local tradition identifies several revered figures whose shrines
continue to serve as focal points of pilgrimage:

e Makhdoom Saaduddin
e Syed Qutbuddin

e Various Chishti and Qadiri practitioners established in
the region

These shrines helped define Sandila’s spiritual geography,
fostering syncretic practices, annual urs commemorations, and
the development of educational institutions teaching Persian and
later Urdu.

During the 18th and early 19th centuries, under the Nawabs of
Awadh, Sandila continued to thrive. Nawabi patronage
maintained mosques, shrines, and civic structures. The region
became further integrated into the expanding Awadhi cultural
and administrative framework.

The Nawabi era saw flourishing:

13
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e Persianate culture, including poetry and manuscript
learning

e Handloom weaving, particularly dasuti and coarse
cotton textiles

e The strengthening of merchant networks and grain
markets

Given its proximity to Lucknow, Sandila benefited from the
intellectual and cultural dynamism of the Awadh court.

Under British rule, Sandila was incorporated into Hardoi district
administration. The Hardoi District Gazetteer (1904 and later
editions) provides detailed accounts of land revenue
settlements, demographic changes, and occupational structures,
indicating Sandila’s enduring importance as a market town.

Colonial rule introduced:
e English and vernacular schools
e Standardized administrative institutions
e New revenue policies affecting zamindari structures

Urban morphology also changed through the development of
roads and regulated markets.

Though not a major center of rebellion, Sandila contributed to
broader national movements through local activists, clerics, and
student networks who participated in Non-Cooperation,
Khilafat, and Quit India activities.

Post-1947 transformations include:
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e Growth of educational institutions
e Strengthening of agricultural markets
e Expansion of textile crafts such as Sandila dasuti

e Gradual integration with regional trade linked to Hardoi
and Lucknow

Sandila gained administrative prominence as a tehsil
headquarters.

Despite modernization, the town retains a rich collection of:

e Sufi dargahs
e Historic mosques and graveyards
e Old mohallas with traditional urban layout

Cultural festivals, especially Sufi urs, continue to shape
community identity.

Sandila’s history encapsulates the evolution of a north Indian
gasba from an early medieval settlement to a center of Sufi
spirituality, artisanal production, and local governance. Its
trajectory reflects the layered political and cultural dynamics of
Awadh—from Sultanate to Mughal to Nawabi to colonial rule,
and finally to the postcolonial state. As modernization
accelerates, Sandila’s historical heritage remains a vital resource
for understanding the region’s identity and socio-cultural
resilience.
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