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Intangible Cultural Heritage of Muslims in BareillyDivision: Need to document and
safeguard it.
Ajmal Husain, Coordinator of 'ISHAN', MohallaSheikhupur, Baheri, Bareilly, U.P.
243201

Mob: 09990834374, e-mail: ajmalaligl @gmail.com

Abstract:

Bareilly Division of U.P is significant from cultural point of view. This research paper
describes the intangible cultural heritage of Muslims of this region and focuses on the need of
documenting and safeguarding this rich and dynamic living heritage.

Key Words:

Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), Documentation, Safeguarding, Muslims, Bareilly.
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH):

Each generation inherits a wealth of tangible and intangible resources that embody the
collective memory of communities across the world.

Cultural heritage is not limited to material manifestations such as monuments and
objects that have been preserved over time. This notion also encompasses living expressions
and the traditions that countless groups and communities worldwide have inherited from their
ancestors and transmit to their descendants, in most cases orally. This living heritage, known as
intangible cultural heritage.1

Intangible Cultural Heritage means the practices, representations, expressions,
knowledge, skills as well as the instruments, objects, artifacts and cultural spaces associated
there with that communities, groups and in some cases individuals recognize as part of their
cultural heritage. This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, their
interaction with nature and their history, and provides them with a sense of identity and
continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity.2

In the UNESCO's Convention3 for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage
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(2004), the intangible cultural heritage (ICH) covers the following:

(a) Forms of oral expressions: performances and public expressions of poetry, history, myths,
legends etc.

(b) Performing arts

(c) Social practices, rituals, festive events, community traits etc.

(d) Knowledge and practices concerning nature and universe.

(e) Traditional craftsmanship.

Muslims of Bareilly Division:

The identity of Muslims of India is thoroughly an Indian identity, very different form the
Islamic identity of other Muslim countries with respect to socio-cultural traditions.4

This unique Indo-Islamic identity has evolved over centuries of intermingling of
traditions, culture, religion and social contacts. The influence that practices of other religions
had on the Islamic traditions and vice-versa also led to the evolution of unique socio-cultural
traditions of the Muslims in India.

Bareilly Division of Uttar Pradesh consists of four districts namely Bareilly,
Budaun,Pilibhit and Shahjahanpur . Total population of Bareilly Division is about eighty six
lakhs5 and it covers about 17000 square km area. About 20% of total population of Bareilly
Division constitutes Muslims. The Muslims in this region belong to 'Ahl-e-Tashee' (Shia) and
'Ahl-e-Sunnat-wa-al-Jamaat' (Sunni) sects. Sunnis are further subdivided into Ahl-e-Hadith,
Deobandi and Bareilvi etc.

According to Government of India, the Bareilly is one of the Minority Concentrated
Division in India on the basis of the 2001 census data on population, socio-economic indicators
and basic amenities indicators.

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Muslims of BareillyDivision:

The Bareilly Division is an important region of U.P from intangiblecultural heritage (ICH) point of
view. The ICH of muslims in Bareilly Division has evolved after a complex synthesis with local
traditions, languages and religious practices over a long period of time. The ICH of muslims in
this region may be described as follows:

1. Forms of oral expressions:

These include performances and public expressions of poetry, history, myths, legends
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etc. Some of these are discussed here.
(a) Mushaa-irah and Shai'ry-Nashist:

This is very popular event in the cultural life of muslims of this region. As per its nature,
it is not only cultural event but educational too. In this event poets and poetesses recite their
Urdu poetry before the gathering. Mushaa-irah and Shai'ry-Nashist may be held on the various
occasions. Generally it takes place on the eve of Eid-Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH) viz. at Baheri,
Bareilly; on the eve of Urs of any Sufi/Wali viz. Urs of AalaHazrat, Bareilly; Urs of
HazratShahjiMiyan, Pilibhit; Urs of Hazrat Shah SharafatMiyan, Bareilly; Urs of Hazrat Shah
DaanaWali, Bareilly; Urs of Hazrat Shah Wilayat, Budaun and in Khangah-e-Niyazia, Bareilly etc.
and some times on the eve of marriage ceremony of a muslim boy or on the occasion of annual
function in some educational institutes.

Mushaa-irah may be Na'atiya or it may be general in nature. Na'atiyaMushaa-irah is
especially dedicated to Na'at. Na'at is a special type of poetry dedicated to Hazrat Mohammad
(PBUH).

(b) Folk songs on the occasion of marriage ceremonies:

On the occasion of marriage of a muslim boy or a girl, a number of ritualistic
ceremonies take place. Among them the rituals of Mehandi, Rasm, Rat-Jaga (night long
celebration), Ubtan and Bhaat are common. On the time of these rituals muslim women
generally sing various types of folk songs.

(c) Salaam:

Salaam is a special type of Urdu Poetry which is recited in the praise of Hazrat
Mohammad (PBUH),HazratHusnain (RZ) and also in the praise of many other muslimsufis or
religious personalities. The Salaam recitation takes place on the various occasion viz. the time of
Jashn-e-Eid-Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH), the time of annual Urs of a sufi/Wali, the time of
FatihaKhuwani and in the month of Moharram and Chehullum etc.

(d) Shijra recitation:

Shijra is a special type of Urdu poetry in which poet describes family tree of a sufi/Wali
in a chronological order. This recitation generally takes place on the occasion of annual Ursof
the Sufi/Walior on the occasion of FatihaKhuwani.

(e) Qawwali:



ANWAR-E-TAHQEEQ, June to December 2016 (ISSN:- 2454-4035)

Qawwali is another form of oral expression. This is very old tradition in the cultural life
of Indian muslims. This type of Urdu poetry is generally expressed on the eve of annual Urs of a
sufi/Wali at his Dargah. In Bareilly Division there are various Dargahs and Khangahs where, on
the occasion of annual Urs celebration, this Qawwali event takes place.

(f) Qir'at, Na'at and MangabatKhuwani:

The recitation of HoliQur'aan in a specific poetic manner is khown as Qir'atKhuwani.
There are a number of styles for Qir'at, however each one is equally pleasing and peace
providing for all the human beings. Na'at, as | have already stated, is a special type of Urdu
poetry in which poet or poetess praises the life and work of Hazrat Mohammad
(PBUH).Mangabat is also a type of Urdu poetry in which poet or poetess praises his/her spiritual
teacher or any other Islamic personality.

Oral expressions like Qir'atkhuwani, Na'atkhuwani and Manqgabatkhuwani generally
take place on various occasions viz. at the time of Fatihakhuwani, on the occasion of annual Urs
of a sufi/wali, on the occasion of Jashn-e-EidMilaad-un-Nabi (PBUH) and in the Majlis of
Shohda-e-Karbala etc.

(g) Marsia, Noha and Majlis-e-Shohda-e-Qarbala:

Marsia and Noha are the types of Urdu poetry in which the poet describes the events of
the famous battle of Karbala and its associated aspects. Marsiakhuwani (the recitation of
Marsia) and Nohakhuwani (the recitation of Noha) generally take place during the month of
Moharram and during the month of Safar (the month of Chehullum). Majlis-e-Shohda-e-Karbala
is a type of religious conference, during the months of Moharram and Chehullum, in which the
religious scholars and poets describe the various aspects of the famous battle of Karbala. These
events of Marsiakhuwani, Nohakhuwani and Majlis-e-Shohda-e-Karbala are very common in the
places like Senthal (Bareilly), Baheri (Bareilly), Pilibhit, Shahjahanpur, Budaun and Bareilly city.
(h) Mahfil-e- MilaadSharief:

MilaadSharief is another form of oral expression. In Mahfil-e-MilaadSharief, a group of
some persons present various types of religious poetry which include Hamd, Na'at and
Mangabat etc. This mahfil is generally organized on thursday or at the time of any special
occasion.

(i) Mahfil-e-Islam Khand:
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Islam khand is a special type of epic poem, composed on the same pattern of
Aalhakhand, by RiyazuddinRiyaz of Baheri7.Whenever there is a need of rain in the months of
summer, the muslims of Baheri used to organise the mahfil-e-Islam khand in which a group of 5
or 6 people sing this epic poem.

(2) Performing Arts:

The act of marshial art known as Akhaada is very famous among muslims. It is being
played in the months of Moharram and Chehullum with the procession (Julus) of Taaziyah and
Alams. Baheri, Senthal and Bareilly city are common places where the display of this marshial
art may be seen.

(3) Social Practices:

In the cultural life of a muslim in Bareilly Division, a lot of events take place. Each event
is characterised by a number of specific social practices which may be described as follows:
(a) Chhati:

After the birth of a child in a muslim family, a specific ritual is carried out which is
known as chhati, this is generally performed on the 6th day of the birth of the child.
(b) Rasm-e-Bismillah:

This is very important event in the educational life of a muslim child. On this day the
child initiates to get her education in the able supervision of an experienced teacher. From this
day onwards, the child starts to learn the Holy Qur'an and also starts to get the school
education simultaneously.This ritual is generally carried out when the child touches almost four
years of her age.

(c) Cultural practices during the marriage ceremony:

On the occasion of marriage of a muslim boy or a girl, a lot of cultural practices are
carried out by the family members. These include Nishra(the ritual of recitation of Holy Qur'an
by the bride), Mehandi (the ritual of applying Henna on the palms of the bride and the bride
groom), Ubtan (the ritual of applying turmeric-made paste on the face and hands of the bride
and the bride groom), Taareekh (the ritual of deciding the exact date of the marriage), Sagaai
and Mangni (the rituals of confirming and accepting the girl and the boy as the bride and the
bride groom by the families of each other), Bhaat (the ritual of presenting various types of gifts

to the parents of the bride and the bridegroom by the siblings of the concern parents),Daala
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(the ritual of presenting gifts for the bride by the bridegroom's family. This include jewellary and
clothing etc. The Daala is presented before Nikah ceremony), Sehra-bandi (the ritual of putting
floral garlands on the head of the bridegroom by his family members. This is taken place on the
eve of Nikah ceremony), Surma-lagaana (the ritual of applying surma in the eyes of bride groom
by his sister-in-law), Pallu-daalna (the ritual of putting one side of head scarves on the head of
the bridegroom, by his sisters, at the time of Sehra-bandi), Salaami (the ritual of presenting gifts
and wishes to the bridegroom by the ladies relatives of the bride after the Nikah ceremony),
Juta-churaai (the humorous ritual of stealing shoe of the bridegroom by the younger sister of
the bride), Neki-baandhna (the ritual of putting and knotting of some beetle leaves and wishes
etc. in the corners of the head scarf of the bride by her brothers), Rukhsati (the emotional
moment of saying good bye to the bride by her relatives), Dehli-Ghirai (the ritual of getting
some gifts from the bridegroom by his sisters before the first entrance, of the newly wedded
couple, in the home), Gaud Bharaai (the ritual of putting some fruits and sweets etc. in the lap
of the bride by her brothers on the second day of marriage), Tyohaari (the ritual of presenting
sweets and gifts to the family of the bridegroom by the family of the bride on the occasion of
festivals like Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Azha etc.)

Along with the above major cultural rituals, some other minor cultural rituals also take
place on the delightful occasion of the marriage.

(d) Cultural practices during the festivals:

The muslims of the Bareilly Division celebrate various festivals which include Eid-ul-Fitr,
Eid-ul-Azha, Eid-Milaad-un-Nabi (PBUH), Kund-hei and Shab-e-Bara'at. During the Eid-ul-Fitr
andEid-ul-Azha a very famous ritual is Eidi.Eidi is a traditional and emotional ritual in which
elder members of a family present gifts and express wishes to the younger members of their
family.

The festival Eid-Milaad-un-Nabi (PBUH) is celebrated every year on the
auspiciousoccasion of the birth day of Hazrat Mohammad (PBUH). During this day muslims
observe various cultural rituals which include FatihaKhuwani (the ritual of recitation of Holy
Qur'an), Raushni and Sajawat (the ritual of decorating houses and mosques), ParchamFehraana
(the ritual of hoistingcolourful flags on the top of the houses. It is a new tradition started from

last ten years), Shabeeh-e-Roza-e-Khizra (in some places like in Baheri, somemuslims' welfare
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organizations make three dimensional replica of the Roza of HazratMohammadPBUH) and
Julus-e-Eid-Milaad-un-NabiPBUH (the ritual of organizing religious procession in the form of a
caravan on this day.)

Kund-hei and Shab-e-Bara'at are also important festivals in the cultural life of muslims
in the Bareilly Division. Kund-hei-Bharna(putting sweet purees in the terracotta pots) is the
main ritual on the day of Kund-hei festival. On Shab-e-Bara'at festival the main ritual includes
making Halwaa in the houses and distributing it to the relatives. The another activity by the
muslims, on the night of Shab-e-Bara'at, is offering night long prayers in the mosques.

(e) Niyaaz of GyarahwinSharief:

Niyaaz of GyarahwinSharief is not a festival but it is an important religious and cultural
event. In the 4th month of Islamic Calendar, muslims of Bareilly Division make arrangement for
the feast of their relatives and for the poors. Any day of the 4th month may be chosen for this
feast as per the convenience. This Niyaaz is actually dedicated to Hazrat Sheikh Abdul
QadirJeelani (RH), the famous Sufi of the QadriSilsilah.

(f) Moharram and Chehullum:

10thMoharram is an important day of the Islamic history. This mourning day is
observed in the momory of famous battle of Qarbala. Chehullum is observed after 40 days of
Moharram.

During Moharram and Chehullum, muslims of this region observe various rituals which
include Taaziya making(the making of 3-dimensional decorated structures), Alam making(the
making of structures made up of long sticks and flags), Taaziyadaari(the procession of Taaziya),
Julus-e-Alam (the procession of alams), Sabeel (the free arrangements of drinking water,
sharbat and tea etc.), Langar (the free arrangements of food and biryani etc.) and
ImambaadawaQarbala (the places for putting the Taaziya). From aesthetic point of view, the
each Taaziya looks like a masterpiece of decorative art.

(g) Urs (the annual death anniversary of a Sufi/Wali):

Bareilly Division is famous forAuliyas and Sufis.There are various dargahs and khengahs in this
region. Among them the famous dergahs and khangahs are of AalaHazrat (Bareilly),
HazratShahji Mohammad SherMiyan (Pilibhit), Hazrat Shah DaanaWali (Bareilly), Hazrat Bashir
Miyan (Bareilly), HazratSharafatMiyan (Bareilly) Hazrat Shah Wilayat (Budaun
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),HazratAcchheMiyan (Baheri) and Khangah-e-Niyazia, Bareilly.

On these dargahs and khanqgahs, the followers of theAuliyas and Sufis observe Urs
every year. During the Urs, a number of cultural events take place. These include
Julus-e-ParchemKushai (the procession of flag to inaugurate and announce the annual Urs),
ChaadarPoshi (the event of covering the Sufi's/Wali's grave with sheet like cloth) and Urs-Mela
(the temporary arrangements of shopping and amusement facilities, in a vast ground, for the
public).

Some other cultural events also take place on the occasion of annual Urs which include
Fatiha-Khuwani, Mangabat-Khuwani, Tagaareer(theprogramme of speeches),
Qawwali,Qul-Sharief, Sabeel and Langar etc.

(h) Some other socio-cultural and religious practices:

Apart from the above discussed practices, some other socio-cultural and religious

practices are also important in the life of a muslim in Bareilly Division. Among them the
important practices are Roza-Iftaar (arrangement of feast for thefast-observers i.e. for
Rozadaars during the month of the fast i.e. in the month of Ramzan)
Haj Rawaangi (the departure for pilgrimage i.e. for Haj, in the presence of relatives), Haj Aamad
(the arrival from Haj and welcoming by the relatives), Haj Daawat (the arrangement of feast for
relatives by the Haji i.e. by the person who is going to pilgrimage and vice versa) and
Jumerat'sFatiha (the ritual of the recitation of the Holy Qur'aan, on every Thursday eveving,
over a sweet dish and food etc. and distributing it to the children).

Whenever, the death of a muslim person occurs in this region, the relatives of the
person follow various rituals. Among them Soem, Daswaan, Beeswaan, Chaaleeswan and Barsi
are important to mention here.

Soem, Daswaan, Beeswaan, ChaaleeswanandBarsiall are a type of group duas for the
departed soul, by the relatives, which take place on the 3rd day, 10th day, 20th day, 40th day
and annual day from the date of the death of the concern person respectively.

(4) Traditional Craftsmanship:

The muslims of Bareilly Division are traditionally expert in the making of Kite, Manjha

(the sharp thread for kite flying), Surma (the black powder for eyes), Bamboo Furniture Work

and Zardozi Work (the decorative work on clothes for ladies). Many muslim families of Bareilly
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city are traditionally engaged in producing the above items on a small scale.
Documentation and Safeguarding of ICH:

In the recent years, there is an increasing importance shown by UNESCO towards
intangible heritage. As a driving force of cultural diversity, living heritage is very fragile due to
local and global factors. In the recent time, it has received international recognition and its
safeguarding has become one of the priorities of international cooperation.

New a days, due to lack of awareness and various other factors, the intangible cultural
heritage of muslimsin Bareilly Division is at the risk of disappearance. For example the oral
traditions, like Islam khand, shijra, Salaam etc. knowing people are very rare in this region. This
intangible cultural heritage possesses important and significant values. To pass on to future
generations, it must be preserved and documented properly.

In the modern times when the diversity of human cultural heritage is being threatened
by the forces of globalization, it is very necessary for cultural organizations to focus on the
issues of preserving and conserving the diversity of cultural heritage (both tangible and
intangible) and identities of the world.

Minority people, due to their smaller populations and lack of popularity of their culture,
often face difficulties in achieving their goals, especially with respect to maintaining their own
languages and cultures. Efforts to safeguard the traditional culture of ethnic minorities have
been initiated in some parts of our country8.

An understanding of the intangible cultural heritage of different communities helps in
inter-cultural dialogue, and encourage mutual respect for other ways of life.

The recording and documenting (in the form of audio, video, written and photographs
etc.) of intangible cultural heritage is a valuable means for preserving records of activities and
expressions, and offers an alternative means of passing them on to future generations.

In societies where the loss of indigenous knowledge, due to modernization and cultural
homogenization, seems inevitable, recording and documenting can help to maintain knowledge
that has been collected through generations.

Conclusion:
The majority of muslims of India are very backward economically and

educationally.9The condition is not much better in Bareilly Division too. In this area there is no
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cultural centre and no awareness centre for muslims. The documentation of the intangible
cultural heritage of muslims of this region has never been attempted before. So, in my opinion,
there is a need of the time to document this rich intangible cultural heritage. The documented
information may be shown and displayed in the form of a heritage interpretation centre. Such
centre will work as awareness centre-cum- interpretation centre, and will be helpful for
socio-cultural upliftment of the community.

To understand the minority community with broader perspective and to create social
harmony, the documentation and safeguarding of its culture is necessary, so that we may
discover the enormous diversity of living heritage of our land whose elements are vital for all of
us as citizens of India.
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