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DR. MOHAMMAD ANASH 

Centre for Distance and Online Education 

Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh 

 

THE GEO-PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE SUBA OF   

ALLAHABAD 

 

Allahabad is situated in the second climate.1 Its climate was healthy.2 Allahabad was 

anciently known as Prayag.3 The Hindus regard it as the king of shrines. Three holy 

rivers, the Ganges, the Yamuna and the Saraswati meet there, though the Saraswati is 

not visible.4 

The suba of Allahabad enjoyed an importance of its own because it lies on the road that 

connects the suba of Agra with the suba of Bihar.5 The imperial highway,6 together 

with a number of by-ways7 as well as inland river routes passed through this region.8 

BOUNDARIES OF THE SUBA 

In 1580 the Mughal Emperor Akbar reorganised the territorial boundaries of the whole 

Mughal Empire and divided it into twelve divisions,1 “to each of which he gave the 

 
1.  Abul Fazl, Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, Eng. Trans. H.S. Jarrett, Reprinted, Delhi, 2011, p. 169. 
2.  Ibid. 
3.  Ibid. 
4.  Ibid. 
5.  Jean-Baptise Tavernier, Travels in India, (1640-67), translated by V. Ball, London, 1889, Vol. I, 

pp. 113-21; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169. 
6.  For detail see Tavernier, Vol. I,  op. cit. pp. 113-121; Peter Mundy, Travels of Peter Mundy in 

India in Europe and Asia (1608-1667) edited by Sir R.C. Temple, Hakluyt Society, Vol. II, 2nd 
Series, XXXV, London, 1914, pp. 83-137; Jagjivandas Gujrati, Munatkhab-ut Tawarikh, Add. 
26,253, f. 54(b). 

7. Joseph Tieffenthaler, Description Historique et Geographique de Inde, Berlin, 1787. pp. 231-
240. 

8.  Ralf Fitch, England’s Pioneer to India and Burma, edited by J.H. Ryley, London, 1899, p. 100; 
Reginald Heber, Narratives of a journey through the upper provinces of India from Calcutta to 
Bombay, London, 1849, Vol. I, pp. 26-40; Tavernier, Vol. I, pp. 123-128. 



DABEER - 20                                                                              JULY-DECEMBER 2020 

4 
 

name of suba and distinguished them by appellation of tract of country or its capital 

city.”2 He combined the units, viz. the province of Jaunpur, the province of Kara-

Manikpur and the territories of Bandogarh and named them the ‘suba of Allahabad’ 

after its capital. The Suba of Allahabad was divided into 10 sarkars, and 177 mahals.3 

The same practice continued in the period under review. The suba of Allahabad was 

bordered in the east by the suba of Bihar, in the west by the suba of Agra, in the north 

by the suba of Awadh and in the south by the suba of Malwa." Its length from 

Sinjhauli4  in the Jaunpur district to southern hills was 160 kos;5 and its breadth from 

Chausa ferry6 to Ghatampur was 122 kos.”7 

The number of sarkars increased from ten to seventeen in period of review, the number 

of mahals or parganas increased from 177 to 269.8 

RIVERS 

Through the suba flowed a number of rivers, few important rivers among them were 

(a) THE GANGA  It was the most important and holy river of the Hindus.9 The 

Ganga flowed from Haridwar, adopting a course south-east down to Allahabad. 

 
1.  Abul Fazl, Akbar Nama, Vol. III, Eng. tr. H. Beveridge, Calcutta, 1912, pp. 412-413; Abdul 

Qadir Badauni, Muntakhab-ut Tawarikh, Vol. II, ed. Ali Ahmad and Lees, Bib. Ind., Calcutta, 
1864-69, pp. 290-291. 

2.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 129. 
3. Ibid. Vol. II, p. 171. 
4.  Present Akbarpur in Faizabad District. Faizabad gazetteer, p. 185. 
5.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169. 
6.  Ibid. 
7. Ibid; Rai Chhatarman Kayastha, Chahar Gulshan, O.P.L. Patna, f. 65(b); Murtaza Husain 

Bilgrami, Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, Nawal K.ishore Press, Lucknow, 1879, p. 663; Teiffenthaler, op. 
cit. p. 220; Bahadur Singh Bhatnagar, Yadgar-i Bahaduri, Central Record Office , Allahabad, 
f. 118 (a). 

8.  Ain-i Akbari, op. cit. Vol. II, pp. 171-179; Chahar Gulshan, op. cit. f. 67(b), mentions the 
following sarkars viz. Allahabad, Banaras, Bhathkhora, Chunar, Ghazipur, Jaunpur, Kalinjar, 
Kurrah, Kara and Manikpur. Another sarkar named Ahmadabad Ghora came into existence 
about 1656 (S.N. Sinha, p. 293). In the Khulasat-ut Tawarikh of Kalyan Singh, O.P.L. Patna, 
No. 540. p. 30, the total number of sarkars mentioned is 16, while Chahar Gulshan f. 67 (b) 
mentions 17 sarkars, though it was gives only two new names, viz. Bitha and Barhar. Sir 
Jadunath sarkar identifies Bitha with Bhathkhora which seems to be correct. Chahar Gulshan 
in sarkar’s India of Aurangzeb, p. 137. Regarding Barhar, it seems to be misreading of Terhar 
(Arail), W.K. Firminger, The Fifth Committee Report from the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons on the Affairs of the East India Company, 1812, 3 Volumes, Published in 
Calcutta, 1917,  p. 467. 

9.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p.169. 
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Then it rolled eastwards by south-east down to the Banaras.1 It was mostly 

navigable, having a number of forts, as on the confluence of the Ganga and 

Yamuna.2 

(b) THE YAMUNA  It was the second important river of the suba. Rising from a 

snowy glacier known as Yamunotri,3 the Yamuna followed a much more devious 

and winding course than the Ganga because its bed, to a great sandy soil, bordering 

the desert4. Yamuna joined the mighty river Ganga at Allahabad.5 

(c) THE SAI The Sai river passed through the sarkar of Manikpur. It touched the 

mahals of Rae Bareli6 and Salon,7 and near Jaunpur joined the river Gomti, which 

flowed into the Ganges. 

(d) THE GHAGRA  The mighty river Ghagra appears to have served as the northern 

boundary of the suba Allahabad. With south-east course, it touched pargana 

Kahrid,8 the eastern limits of the sarkars of Jaunpur and Ghazipur. It was 

navigable throughout its length, and caused plenty of damage by its flood during 

the rainy season.9 

(e) THE SON  The Son river rose from Sonbhadra or Son-Mund near Narbada at 

Amar Kantak in the Maikal range in the Baghelkhand. Coming from the west in 

the eastern direction, crossing the whole of the sarkar of Bhathkhora, it flowed into 

the territory of the suba of the Bihar.10 

 
1.  G. Smith, The Geography of British India, London, 1882, pp. 24-25. Ganga entered the suba in 

sarkar Kurrah and flowing through various sarkars and mahals, it rolled into the suba of Bihar 
from the pargana of Ballia in sarkar Ghazipur. Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 178. 

2.  Thomas Pennant, The view of Hindoostan, London, 1798, p. 202. 
3.  G. Smith, op. cit. p. 24. 
4. George Forester, A Journey from the Bengal to England through the Northern Part of India, 

London,    1798, p. 158. 
5.  Ain-i Akbari. Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169. The river Yamuna during the eighteenth century had a 

wider bed at Allahabad than the Ganga. Yamuna flowed towards east-south-east from the new 
town towards the fort. Tiffenthaler mentioned in his account, “the Yamuna whose bed is here 
greater than that of the Ganges doubles itself towards east”. Tieffenthaler, op. cit. p. 227. 

6. Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 176; Rae Bareli is situated 26 14’ N and 81 14’ E. District 
Gazzetteers  U.P., Rae Bareli Gazetteer, XXXIX 1909, p. 204. 

7. Salon, a pargana in the District of Rae Bareli is situated 26 2’ N and 81 28’ E. Rae Bareli 
Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 214. 

8.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 174. 
9. District Gazzetteers U.P., Azamgarh, XXXIII 1911, p. 6.  
10. Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. pp. 162-163; Rewa, p. 3; G. Smith, op. cit. pp. 25 and 29.  
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(f) THE TONS The Tons was a large river which rises in the hill country Rewa state 

and the first touches the south of pargana Bara near Deora. After following the 

boundary eastward for a few miles it entered in the district and took an irregular 

course, generally in a north-easterly direction, as far as its confluence with the 

Ganges near Sirsa was concerned.1 It carries a considerable volume of water, its 

bed is full of boulders and stony rapids, so that it is quite un navigable.2 

(g) THE BELAN A large river which raises in the high lands of the Vijaigarh and 

Barhar parganas of Mirzapur and flowed through the district in a westerly 

direction before entering the Meja tahsil of Allahabad on its south-eastern border, 

in the gap between the Vindhyachal hills and the Panna ranges.3 It passes for nine 

miles through Rewa territory and subsequently follows the district boundaries for 

five miles till it falls into the river Tons near Kaundi at the junction of Meja and 

Bara.4 

(h) THE KEN AND OTHER RIVERS A large river having come out from a lake 

named Garhmandal in central India followed its course from south to north, and 

passing through the dense forest, dividing the sarkar of Kalinjar into two parts, i.e. 

mahals of Mahoba and Maudha on the west and Ajaigarh and Kalinjar in the east, 

to join the river Yamuna. It was not possible to cross this river in carriages drawn 

by two or four horses because it carried enormous stones in its wake.5 Other rivers 

were the Barna,6 the Rind,7 the Sasur Khaderi8 which flowed in the Suba, besides a 

large number of tributaries. 

THE LAKES 

In the most parts of the suba of Allahabad the rivers carried off the drainage with great 

rapidity, but in a few tracts the surface water are inadequate, with the result that large 

and shallow lakes  (Jhils) are formed. 

 
1. District Gazzetteers U.P., Allahabad Gazetteer, XXIII 1911, p. 12. 
2.  Ibid., pp. 12-13. 
3.  Ibid., p. 13 
4.  Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 13 
5.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169; G Smith, op. cit. p. 157; Tieffenthaler, op. cit. p. 242. 
6.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169 
7.  Ibid. 
8.  Allahabad gazetteer, op. cit. p. 13. 
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The largest of these were Jogi taal near Simra,1 Masiaon and Raiya jhils in Soraon,2  

Dani taal and Rauwai, Sahdawa, Jauchand and Basudha jhils in the Sikandra.3  The 

duab contains the large Mungari taal on borders of Kara and Fatehpur,4 the huge basin 

of the Alwara Lake some 2,500 acres in extent the south-west of Atharban.5 The Mung 

taal, Hanswa taal, Khaur and Salethu taal, the deeper and narrower jhils of Narpatganj, 

Jaselan and Bisaiya.6 The Surha taal was the most important lake of the suba in Ballia 

and its covers a large area.7 

THE CLIMATE 

The climate of the suba was very healthy, moderate and quite agreeable.8 In the hot 

season, “the west wind blew very hot”. Tanks and rivers were affected and the rains 

were awaited keenly.9 The summer was excessively hot and the atmosphere appeared 

dusty till the sun and wind declined.10 After rains, which ended by October, the winter 

season started, and it continued about three or four months, and during this season the 

climate was very delightful.11 The eastern region of the Suba was moist except in cold 

weather, while the central part was pleasant in cold, but extremely  difficult to tolerate 

in summer or rainy season, whereas the land lying south of the river Yamuna, being a 

hilly tract had ‘extreme climates’.12 

 

 
1.  Ibid, p. 15.  
2. Allahabad gazetteer, op. cit. p. 15. 
3.  Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 
5.  Ibid. 
6.  Rae Bareli Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 7. 
7. District Gazetteer, p. 6. 
8. Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169; Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 663. The seasons were 

generally divided into three categories, viz. Cold, Wet, and Dry. The spring and dry season 
lasted for four months from February to May, the mansoon season started all over the flat 
country in the beginning of June. The heat was unbearable. At Banaras, the cold was so severe 
in winter “as to render fire necessary”, Josiah Condar, The Modern Traveller, London. MD 
CCCXXX, Vol. VII. pp. 30 & 45.  

9.  Heber, Vol. I, op. cit. pp. 261-270. The hot season was fatal to Europeans but did not affect the 
peoples of the region. Kindersley, Letters from the Island of Tenerife, Brazil, The Cape of 
Good Hope And The East Indies, London,1777, L. No. LXI. 

10.  George Viscount Valentia, Voyages and Travels to India, Vol. I, London, 1809, p. 127. 
11.  Kindersley, L. No. LIX. In this letter Kindersley also told us that, “Allahabad was the hottest as 

well as the coldest place in the season concerned”. 
12.  For more detail see, Allahabad District Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 23; District Gazzetteers U.P. 

Banaras XXVI 1909, p. 21;  S.N. Sinha, op. cit. p. 4. 
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THE NATURAL CALAMITIES 

On 6th Shaban, 1126 A.H./Friday August 6th, 1714 A.D., a great earthquake was 

experienced at Allahabad which lasted for half an hour, many buildings were 

destroyed1. Another earthquake was experienced on 20th Shaban 1126 A.H/ Friday 

August 20th, 1714 A.D.,2  a big storm of wind and rain occurred at Banaras on the night 

of the May 7th, 1715 A.D3. Allahabad witnessed a famine in 1718 A.D.4  A typical 

pestilence caused by “the stench and sickness” started from Allahabad and proceeded 

towards Agra and Delhi lasting about forty days in between the month of Shawwal and 

Zulqada 1141 A.H/1729 A.D.5 The town of Jhusi, situated in front of Allahabad fort on 

the bank of river Ganga was “washed away” in 1765.6 

SOIL 

The soil of the whole region was divided into two parts – firstly, the duab (Land 

between the Ganga and the Yamuna) and second was, the land laying south-west of the 

Yamuna. The first had alluvial soil, while the second had stony soil7. In the Doab loam 

was found excessively. Clay was noticed in great quantities in the low-lands, in the 

beds of the rivers and in ponds and marshes. Sand was also common and was generally 

found on “high lying grounds” and in “broad-bridges” with clearly defined boundaries, 

through “many miles of the country”.8 

The other region was south-west of the river Yamuna with its extension to the Vindhya 

and Kaimur hills.9 In this region the soil contained mar and kankar,1 black in colour, 

 
1.  M. Hadi Kamwar Khan, Tazkirat-us Salatin-i Chaghtai, O.P.L Patna, Collection, f. 374 (b). 
2.  Akhbarat-i Darbar-i Mu’alla, Vol. XIII, part III, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. MS. 613. 

Transcript in the Sitamau Library, pp. 29-30, dated 3rd Ramzan 1126 A.H/Wednesday, 1st  
September, 1714 A.D. 

3.  The Early Annals of the English in Bengal, edited by C.H. Wilson, Calcutta, Vol. II, part II, p. 
39. 

4.  Aitmad Khan, Mirat-ul Haqaiq, Sitamau Rotographs, f. 153 (b). 
5.  Ghulam Husain Khan Tabatabai, Siyar-ul Mutakherin, Vol. II, eng. tr. M. Raymond, Calcutta, 

1902, pp. 465-466. 
6.  Tieffenthaler, op. cit. p. 239. 
7. G. Smith, op. cit. p. 146; A District Officer (A.D.O.), Notes On The North-Western Provinces Of 

India, London, 1870, p. 2. 
8.  A.D.O. op. cit. p. 8. Commonly these rivers flow from the eastern region of the Himalayas and 

bring deposits of soil and the surfaces of this region contain also mixture of sand and clay i.e. 
‘domat’. 

9.  G. Smith, op. cit. p. 146. This region included whole of Bandogarh, areas of Mahoba, Ajaigarh,          
Kalinjar, Khairgarh, Kantit and Chunar. S.N. Sinha, op. cit. p. 3. 
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specially adapted for cotton. During dry weather, with the heat of the sun, the soil 

cracked and splatted. With the first rain, these cracks became “deep fissures” extending 

“a mile or even more”.2 

FORESTS 

There were regular forests in the hilly regions. The hilly tracts from Kalinjar to Chunar 

and the land lying south of the Kaimur ranges were full of dense forests.3 Ebony trees 

were in abundance in the sarkar of Kalinjar.4 The area near near Kantit5 and Prayag6 

was covered with forests. The entire ravines of the river Ken along with the region of 

Bandhogarh were covered with heavy vegetation.7 The mahals of Bhadohi (sarkar of 

Allahabad) and other areas of the sarkar Chunar were forestry in nature8. There were 

also regular forests in the northern part of the region on the bank of river Ghagra.9 

Forest could also be traced in the region of Kara and Manikpur.10 On the way between 

Jaunpur and Allahabad it is doubtful if any regular forest existed. No earlier or later 

 
1.   ‘Mar’ is a rich, dark coloured friable soil easily recognised from the large number of minute of 

‘kankar’ noudles. In its texture it contains a high proportion of organic matter which enables it 
to be cropped continuously without manure and kankar is a stiff tenacious soil with a large 
percentage of clay and deficiency of sand.  Banda Gazetteer, op. cit.  p. 6. 

2.  A.D.O. op. cit. p. 9. The whole area was composed of detached rocks and hills were found in the 
entire region. There were parallel ridges running north-east to south-east. The whole region 
was covered with dense forests. Rewa District Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 1. 

3 Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 669; Shujan Rai Khattri, Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, English translation 
By Sir J.N. Sarkar in India of Aurangzeb, Calcutta, 1901, p. 29; Ain-i Akbari, op. cit. Vol. II, p. 
170.   

  
4.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 169; Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, (J. Sarkar), op. cit. p. 29;  Ain-i 

Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. 170.  
5.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169. 
6.  Fitch, op. cit. p. 103. 
7.  Rewa Gazetteer, p. 1. 
8.  S.N. Sinha, op. cit.  p. 9. 
9.  Ajaib-ul Afaq Letters of Chhabila Ram and Girdhar Bahadur, Sitamau Collection, pp. 90-91 

and 94. “Across the Ghagra to the south, a dense forest existed along the river Tons in the 
eastern part of Azamgarh district.” Irfan Habib, The Agrarian System of Mughal India 1556-
1707, published in 1963, re-printed, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2011. p. 13. The 
forest was on the southern bank of the river Saryu, “the Chhoti Saryu or the eastern Tons 
between Muhammadabad and Mau.”  

10.  Shafi Warid Tehrani, Mirat-i Waridat or Tarikh-i Chaghtai, Sitamau collection, f. 125(b); 
Babur, Baburnama, eng. tr. by. H.S. Beveridge, London, 1922, Vol. II, p. 488. The forests 
were witnessed by a 19th century about 1824-25; though it cannot be said to have existed in the 
same proportion. Heber, op. cit. Vol. I, p. 296. 



DABEER - 20                                                                              JULY-DECEMBER 2020 

10 
 

authority mentions it. It is possible that forests may have existed here and there but not 

throughout on the highway.1 

CROPS, VEGETABLES AND FRUITS 

The suba of Allahabad was very rich in its products. There were generally two copings 

in a year i.e. the spring and the autumn crop, except in certain areas, where there was 

only one in a year.2 The northern belt, which was economically very rich having good 

‘alluvial soil’ produced varieties of fruits, flowers and herbs. 

Agriculture was in a flourishing condition, Jowari and Lalidarali, however, did not 

grow and Moth was scarce.3 Wheat, poppy, Persian muskmelon, sugarcane, indigo, and 

Singhara grew in abundance.4 Regarding the region, south-west of the Yamuna, 

especially in the territory of Bandogarh, the main crops were wheat, grain, kodon, moth, 

cotton, matar, bajra and urad. Among the vegetables grown were cabbages, carrots, 

garlics and onion. Mango and melon were common fruits.5 Mango trees were also 

common in the region6. The small fruited banana was very cheap at Mirzapur (sarkar 

Chunar).7 Amrud was very famous.8 Ghazipur was very famous for rose water and itr,9 

and its rose gardens, the rose fields were picturesque and beautiful,10 these were planted 

in thousands of acres.11 

 

 

 
1. William Finch, Early Travels in India, ed. W. Foster, Oxford, 1921, p. 177. Finch says that a 

‘Continual forest existed on the highway from Jaunpur to Allahabad’. Irfan Habib (pp. 12-13) 
says that this statement is a “gross underestimate”. No other traveller has supported Finch. 

2.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. pp. 98-99. 
3.  Ibid. p. 169; Tieffenthaler, op. cit.  p. 233; Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, op. cit. p. 30. 
4.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. pp. 98-99. 
 
5.  Rewa Gazetteer, op.cit. p. 29. 
6.  Valentia, op.cit. p. 127. 
7.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 668. This fruit had been in all ages “the food of philosophers of  
India…” Josiah, op. cit. Vol. VII, p. 54. Fruits like apple, pear, and plum, peach “thrive in the 

northern provinces”. (Ibid). 
8.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit.  p. 172. Irfan Habib (foot notes, p. 50) says that “amrud” ‘signified a 

pear’ not guava. According to Irfan Habib ‘guava’ was introduced much later. (For details see 
ibid). 

9.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 667. 
10.  Heber, op. cit. Vol. I, pp. 233-234. 
11.  Forester, op. cit. p. 150. 
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ANIMALS, BIRDS, AND FISHES 

The region of Suba Allahabad was full of animal wealth. Elephants were caught in the 

forests of Kalinjar,1 Kantit,2 Chunar,3 and Kara-Manikpur.4 Same in the trans-Yamuna 

tract the wild animals of the Allahabad sarkar did not differ from those found in the 

Banaras division and the duab, but in the south the number of species were much 

greater. Occasionally a tiger found its way over the Rewa or Mirzapur border, generally 

in the Lolmati forest, but such visit were rare5. Fox and Jackals were very common6 

while wild pigs were found in lowlands of the river Ganga and Ghagra7 and black buck 

in the patches of trees found along the banks of the river Ganga, the Neel Gaai were 

also found8in the Ballia. Bears,9 Sambhar10 and Chinkara11 were also found in Suba but 

not uncommon, wolves and leopard were also traced in the Allahabad region12. In 

Kalinjar kestrels and hawks were captured.13 Doves and many types of fowls inhabited 

the forests, and the bank of the Ganga.14 Peafowl and grey partridges were also found 

in the several places of Allahabad Suba.15 Wild fowls, such as swans, geese and cranes 

were found in abundance.16 

The river Ganges, Yamuna, Tons and other rivers and lakes were a store house of fish 

of sundry sort17 rohu1 were caught in a large quantity, karonch, bhakur, nain, tengra, 

darhi, mangur, singhi, chelwa and belgagra were found in a huge quantities.2 

 
1.  Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, op. cit. p. 29; Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 669; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II,  

op. cit. p. 170. 
2.  Ain-i  Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. Vol. II, p. 169. 
3.  Ibid., p. 170. 
4.  Baburnama, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 488. (But I have found no other authority regarding this fact). 
5.  Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 18. 
6. District Gazzetteers U.P., Ballia, XXX 1909, p. 7. 
7.  Ibid.  
8.  Ibid; Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 18. 
9.  Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p.  19. 
10.  Ibid.  
11.  Ibid. 
12.  Ibid, p. 19. 
13.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 170. 
 
14.  Fitch, op. cit. p. 20. 
 
15.  Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 19. 
 
16.  Fitch, op. cit.  p. 20. 
 
17.  Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 19. 
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REPTILES 

Different varieties of snakes and other reptiles were found everywhere in the suba, such 

as Cobra, Krait, rat snake, crocodile, manetas lizard, Python and etc. these all were 

found in a large quantity. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The Suba of Allahabad had a good system of transport both by road and by rivers. The 

imperial highway (Grand Trunk Road) which built by Sher Shah passed through this 

region.3 There was a chain of inns on roads.4 Rivers were frequently used for 

passengers and goods traffic. Goods were also transported from Agra to Bengal by river 

Yamuna and Ganga and vice versa.5 

IMPORTANT CITIES 

The suba of Allahabad had a number of important towns, some of which mention 

below 

(a) ALLAHABAD It was a large city divided into two parts, the old and the new. The 

new city was more than a mile of length from west-north-west to east-south-east. 

There were many beautiful gardens. The middle of the city contained houses and 

shops of merchandise. This new town was more near the Yamuna than the Ganga. 

There was wide open area between the two towns, full of tombs of Muhammadans, 

“where alleys of trees were planted in a row”6. On account of the confluence of the 

 
 
1.  Fitch, op. cit. p. 20; Allahabad Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 20; Ballia Gazetteer, op. cit. p. 8. 
 
2.  Allahabad gazetteer, op. cit.  p. 20, Rewa Gazetteer, op. cit.  p. 8. 
 
3. Tavernier, op. cit. Vol. I, p. 113-114; The Early Annals of The English in Bengal, ed. By C.H. 

Wilson, Calcutta, Vol. II, part II, pp. 38-43, 212-232. 
4.  Finch, op. cit. p. 179; Annals, Vol. II, part II, op. cit. pp. 38-43, 212-232. 
5.  Fitch, op. cit. p. 100. 
6.  Tieffenthaler, op. cit. pp. 222-223; Annals, Vol. II, part II, op. cit. p. 40; Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. 

cit.  p. 667; Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, op. cit. p. 27; Chahar Gulshan, ff. 65(b)-67(a); Yadgar-i 
Bahaduri, f. 117(a); Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II,  op. cit. p. 169; Nicola Manucci, Storia do Mogor or 
Mogul India (1653-1708), tr. William Irvine, London, 1907, Vol. II, pp. 81-82 & 442; Fitch, 
op. cit. p. 102; Finch, op. cit. p. 177; Edward Terry,  p. 293; Heber, op. cit. Vol.  I, p. 439; 
Pennant, op. cit. Vol. II, p. 202; Thomas  Twinning, Travels in India, ed. Rev. Williams and 
W.G. Twinning, p. 156. 
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three rivers, the place was known as the ‘king of shrines’ of Hindus.1 In the month 

of Magh, men, women and children from different corners of India assembled here 

to take a holy bath in the Sangam (conference of two rivers).2 

(b) BANARAS A holy place for Hindus, very ancient and large city was situated 

between the two rivers- the Barna and the Asi. It was also called Kashi. The city 

lay on the bank of river Ganga.3 Raja Balwant Singh had built a town called 

Ramnagar on the opposite side of the river Ganga.4 It’s stretched out along the 

bank of the river for a mile and half, its breadth was of a mile.5 Banaras was the 

chief centre of learning and principles of Hindu religion.6 

(c) GHAZIPUR It was a large city on the bank of the river Ganga.7 Ghazipur was very 

famous for its itr, red rose and perfumes.8 

(d) MIRZAPUR It was situated on the high bank of the river Ganga and was called 

‘great Mirzapur’ to distinguish it from another Mirzapur. It extended in a direction 

which turns between the east and north-east.9 It was a great centre of trade and 

commerce in the period under review.10 

(e) JAUNPUR It was situated on the outer bank of the river Gomti. This city was a 

mine of knowledge and treasure of learning.11 The itr and perfume oil of Jaunpur 

were very famous.12 

 
1.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 169. 
2.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 667; Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, op. cit. p. 28; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II,  

op. cit. p. 169. 
3.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 674; Khulusat-ut Tawarikh, pp. 28-29; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. 

cit. p. 169; Tieffenthaler, op. cit.  p. 228; Yadgar-i Bahaduri, op. cit. f. 119(a). 
4.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit.  p. 674. 
5.  Tieffenthaler, op. cit. p. 228. 
6.  Tavernier, op. cit. Vol. II, pp. 118 & 130; Mannucci, op. cit. Vol. II, pp. 83 & 428; Fitch, op. cit. 

op. cit. p. 103; Twinning, op. cit. pp. 329-335.  Valentia, op. cit. pp. 104-108; Pennant, op. cit. 
p. 210; Yadgar-i Bahaduri, op. cit. op. cit. f. 118(a). 

7.  Tieffenthaler, op. cit. p. 231. 
8.  Forester, op. cit.  p.150; Heber, op. cit. Vol. I, pp. 350-355; Yadgar-i Bahaduri, op. cit. f. 

118(a). Twinning, op. cit. p. 156; Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit.  pp. 678-679. 
9. Tieffenthaler, op. cit.  pp. 240-241. 
10. Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 668; Heber, op. cit. Vol. I, pp. 270 & 416; Twinning, op. cit. p. 

156; Yadgar-i Bahaduri, op. cit. f. 118 (a). 
11. Muhammad Khair-ud Din, Tazkirat-ul Ulama, Eng. Trans. Muhammad Sanaullah, Calcutta, 

1934, p. 5.  
12.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 677; Valentia, op. cit. pp. 127-128; Twinning, op. cit.  p. 328; 

Pennant, op. cit. p. 216. 
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The suba of Allahabad was very rich in the resources and it was well linked both by 

road and rivers both. About 31 forts were situated in the suba in the time of Akbar,1 the 

most important among them were the fort were situated at Allahabad,2 Chunar,3 

Kalinjar4 and Bandogarh,5 Another important fort of Vijaigarh was built by Raja 

Balwant Singh in the period under review6. The fort of Jaitpur7 was also very strong. A 

lot of small fortresses were built in the period under review and destroyed8. The towns 

and cities of the suba were famous throughout India, some due to religious character, 

some as a great seat of learning. 

Mughal rulers could never ignore the suba because it lay near to the imperial capital 

and the route for Bengal and Bihar passed through this region. The situation of the suba 

was very important for any ruler who wanted to establish his hold on northern India. Its 

alluvial soil and a climate productive of rich harvests all the year round, was in itself 

sufficient attraction for any political power. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1.  Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. pp. 169-170. 
2.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 663; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II,  op. cit. p. 169. 
3.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit.  p. 674; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 170. 
4.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. pp. 668-669; Ain-i Akbari, Vol. II, op. cit. p. 170. 
5.  S.N. Sinha, op. cit. p. 9. 
6.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit. p. 675. 
7.  Hadiqat-ul Aqalim, op. cit.  p. 172. 
8.  Akhbarat-i Darbar-i Mu’alla, Vol. XII, part II, op. cit. p. 223; Ajaib-ul Afaq, op. cit.  pp. 90-91. 
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Abstract: 

This Paper is an attempt to find out the connection and role of Persian sensibility 

behind the making of Sarojini Naidu, the Poetess. In this paper I also intend to 

map in the contours of Naidu’s literary landscape and content to ascertain the 

significance of her writings in the promotion of Indo- Persian cultural ties. This 

critical exertion will initiate a fresh academic discourse and will be of immense 

value to the connoisseur of literature. This work will also provide an opportunity 

for debate and discussion in an altogether new dimension and perspective among 

the academia in general and the scholars and researchers in the domain of 

Persian Studies in particular. 

Key Words: Sensibility, Contours, Landscape, Mapping, Literary 

Consciousness, Poetry, Poetic temperament, Muse, Mathnawi, Rubaiyyat, 

Cultural Relations. 

Introduction: 

 Sarojini Naidu christened as Sarojini Chhatopadheya (1879-1949) barely needs any 

introduction either in the corridors of political arena or literary circles. This poetic genius 

was a child prodigy and had special blessings of the Goddess, Muse. She was born and 

brought up in an enlightened atmosphere and the waves of modern ideas and thoughts of 

18th and 19th centuries, both within and outside the country, played a significant role in 

shaping her socio- political as well as literary consciousness. 
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 Her parents were bestowed with literary refinements and intellectual elegance of high 

caliber and were open to liberal and progressive ideas of his time. Her father Aghorenath 

Chattopadheya was a trained scientist of considerable competence. After completing his 

masters from Calcutta University he went to Europe to pursue higher studies and 

obtained Doctor of Science, a rare distinction, from Edinburgh University in Scotland. 

He was a polyglot and was well conversant in many languages such as English, Bengali, 

Sanskrit, Greek, Hebrew, French, German and Russian (Anu Kumar, p.4). Aghorenath 

had got a poetic temperament and even used to compose poetry in Urdu. 

Aghorenath was a great exponent of girls’ education and meticulously worked hard to 

achieve his goal in this field. Being an energetic member of the Brahmo Samaj he 

actively participated and remained an active member of many socio- cultural reform 

movements in the country. He had faced many hardships for his aggressive political 

activism. He was one of the leading and tireless crusaders in the passage of the special 

Marriage act which enabled Indians to marry outside their cast and communities (Anu 

Kumar, p.7).  

Sarojini’s father married to Varada Sundari Devi, a girl of his own preference. He even 

took a keen interest in her education and successfully admitted her to a school run by the 

Brahmo Samaj. She was an accomplished Bengali poetess with an extraordinary voice. 

She had earned many laurels and awards for her singing and performances during her 

school days. She whole heartedly supported her husband’s determined mission to 

provide their daughters a quality education along with their sons. 

After completing his doctorate, Aghorenath shifted his base from Calcutta to Hyderabd 

in1878 on the persuasion of the visionary and able diwan of Nizam Asaf Jah VI, Salar 

Jung I (Naravane, p.14). He worked tirelessly in unison of Salar Jung’s vision to build a 

modern Hyderabad and was instrumental in establishment of the educational institutions 

like Nizam College and Girl’s College. He also received overwhelming support and 

patronage from these two leaders of the Hyderabad state which enabled him to chase and 

realize his cherished dreams. It was here in Hyderabad, Sarojini was born to this Bengali 

couple on 13th February, 1879. The Chattopadhyayas raised their children, including 

Sarojini in a free and conducive environment of culture and sophistication of this city 

(Naravane, p. 15).   
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Sarojini grew up in such a refined atmosphere which was unconventional from any 

socio-cultural standard. Her father made available the best facilities for her education. He 

rather forced her to learn English and made it a point that she should always converse in 

English. She was fortunate to inherit such a socio-political legacy. Her exposure to the 

socio-political developments in her own country as well as in other parts of the world 

carved in her a writer and a political leader. Those experiences also provided her an 

opportunity to actively take part in the Nationalist movements in the country.  

Sarojini began her poetic journey at a very tender age and took no time to sway the 

literary enthusiasts with her charming and mesmerizing poems. For which she is rightly 

referred to as the “Nightingale of India”. As a matter of fact, it was the Persian rendering 

of her English poem ‘Mehir Muneer’ based on the famous legendary romance of ‘Mehir 

and Badar’ that  drew the attention of the Nizam of Hyderabad towards her poetic talent 

and offered her a  Scholarship to study at the Kings College in London(Anu Kumar, 

pp.12-13). Her travel to England brought a paradigm shift in her poetic sensibility and 

gave an opportunity to transform herself into a mature and refined poetess. This stay, in 

fact marked a new beginning in her poetic journey.  

During her stay in England she got the opportunity to acquaint herself with some of the 

leading poets of English literature particularly Edmund Gosse (1849-1928) and Arthur 

Symons (1865-1945). These leading lights of English poetry not only influenced her but 

also mend her mind towards more meaningful and realistic poetry. In fact these poets 

persuaded her to get closer to the Indian realities and to use native motif rather chasing 

western imagination which was nothing but an imitation and a futile exercise. She paid 

heed to this remarkable suggestion and began writing about her natural surroundings 

such as the Indian landscape and the native scenes taking place in her day to day life 

instead of drawing pictures of the flora and fauna of English countryside. Thus the 

Bulbul or Koel gained prominence in her poetry by replacing the Lark or Robin 

(Naravane, pp.18-19). 

Persian literature in the Indian sub-continent:  

The arrival of Mahmud of Ghazna in the first quarter of the 11th century (Browne, 

p.376), revived the Indo-Persian literary contacts. Renound Indologist and writer Al-

Beruni came to India with Mahmud of Ghazna and produced one of the finest historical 

treatises on our country (ibid, p.419). Emergence of the native Indian writer in Persian is 
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the significant and important feature of this period when people like Abul Faraj Runi, 

Masud Saad Salman and the likes started composing poetry in Persian. 

The liberal patronage of the Slave kings of Delhi Sultanate created an opportunity for the 

new breed of intelligent writers and poets, with their firm footings on the Indian soil, to 

emerge and hold forte in our country. Brightest among them was the versatile, 

multifaceted personality of Amir Khosrau of Delhi (Nomani, pp.88-159). Khosrau not 

only satisfied the literary and aesthetic sensibilities of Indian population but also 

mesmerized the people of the Persian speaking world through his charming poetry. Amir 

Khosrau and his friend Hasan Sijzi of Delhi (ibid, pp.106-108), popularly referred to as 

Saadi of India (Saadi-e Hind) (Khanlari, p.163), brushed their shoulders with the masters 

of Persian poetry. They produced high standard of lyrics in Persian which is still read 

with utmost sincerity and appreciated with a great awe by the lovers of the poetry around 

the world. 

What was initiated by the Ghaznavid and developed by the Sultanate kings blossomed in 

its full maturity during the Mughal period in the subcontinent. The court in Delhi not 

only witnessed the influx of Persian writers and poets but a number of Indian poets like 

Faizi Deccani, Abdur Rahim Khan-e Khana, Abul Fazl, Chandra Bhan ‘Brahaman’, 

Zebunnissa Makhfi proved their mantles in producing the delicate and beautiful poetry in 

Persian. 

In the later period particularly in 18th – 19th centuries we have Bedil Azimabadi who 

rules the hearts and minds of the people of Persian speaking world in general and the 

people of Afghanistan in particular. The genius of Ghalib and Iqbal is adorned and 

admired not only in Indian sub-continent but throughout the world. 

Needless to say that Persian enjoyed the status of an official language or the Court 

language in India as late as the first decade of the second quarter of the 19th century. It 

got first jolt when the British Government decided to promote the vernacular languages, 

through translations, instead of Persian and subsequently the colonial ruler put its weight 

behind the Anglicists led by Lord McCauley and thus English replaced Persian in 1835 

as the official language of the British India (Ghose, pp.30-34). This final blow pushed 

this language into oblivion after the dominance of almost 5-6 centuries in our country.  

Notwithstanding these political maneuvering and biasness, this language enjoyed the 

position of status marker of culture and literary refinement among the aristocratic 
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intelligentsia and elites of British India. All most all sections of the educated class people 

had fair amount of exposure with the Persian curricula at least at their primary or 

secondary level schooling. This early exposure with this language considerably shaped 

the cultural and literary consciousness of the people of this country. 

Sarojini’s parents particularly her father, Aghorenath Chattopadhyay who hailed from 

the eastern part of Bengal province must have got the opportunity to acquaint with this 

language during his formative years. In later part of his life he learnt many other 

languages and used to converse in these languages with ease and command. The 

Chattopadhyays in their household in Hyderabad used to speak in many languages for 

example the couple themselves conversed in Bengali while they spoke to their children 

in Hidustani or in English and they communicated with their servants in Telugu. Their 

children including Sarojini were multilingual (Naravane, p.16). 

Sarojini Naidu and the Persian Ecosphere: 

Sarojini was fortunate to grow at a time when liberal and tolerant men like Nizam Asaf 

Jah and his Dewan Salar Jung-I were at the helm in Hyderabad. She had the opportunity 

to receive direct guidance from these men of modern and cosmopolitan outlook. She 

experienced the essence of Muslim culture of Hyderabad from the very beginning. Like 

her father she also cultivated deep interest in language and literature and spoke many 

languages such as Urdu, Telugu and English (Naravane, p.16). 

Professor Mushirul Hasan in the introduction of his book titled “Sarojini Naidu: Her way 

with words” confirms about Sarojini’s knowledge of Persian. He writes: “She learnt 

enough Persian as a child to write a play. The Nizam, to whom the play was submitted 

by her father, recognized her talent and financed her education in England. Later, she 

frequently used Persian and Urdu verses in her speeches and writing ,and held forth on 

the quality of three outstanding Urdu poets- Wali Deccani, Mir Taqi Mir, and Ghalib, the 

two Delhi poets, She cultivated interest in Sufism, recited Jalaluddin Rumi, the great Sufi 

poet.” (Hasan, pp.20-21). 

Sarojini Naidu always used to repeat and boast that the very first sound that went into her 

ears in her childhood were the words of Amir Khusrau (Mokhtar Masood, p.194).She 

often asked her audience to derive inspiration from the verses of great Persian poets and 

frequently used to quote the couplets of these poets to ignite enthusiasm and energy in 

the people. At one such occasion in Allahabad, while speaking on the political turmoil in 
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the country, especially when the freedom fighters and leaders of the freedom movement 

were being detained and jailed, she asked her audience to derive inspiration from the 

following couplet of Amir Khusrau: 

  ی ما گر نھ باشد گو مباش در کشت ناخدا

  ما خدا داریم ما را ناخدا درکار نیست  !                                       

                        Nakhuda dar kashti-e ma gar na bashad go ma bash 

                        Ma Khuda dareem ma ra nakhuda darker nest !    

                     (What though there is no pilot in our boat? 

                     We need him not, God is with us. We need no pilot.)(As quoted in 

Narvane,p.33). 

Apart from her scanty Persian work and numerous references of Persian poets she has 

made several Persian icons or legends as the theme of her English poetry. Her first 

collection of English verses, “The Golden threshold” was published from London in 

1905.Some of the poems of this collection is : “The Song of the Princess Zebunnissa”, 

“The Pardah Nashin”, “Humayun to Zubeda”, “The Queen’s Rival” which is based on a 

Persian legend(Narvane,p.24). One of her mythological poem “Damayanti to Nala in the 

hour of Exile”(Narvane,p.24). A Mathnawi on the same topic has been composed by the 

famous Persian poet Faizi Deccani. 

Sarojini’s second collection, “The Bird of Time” was published by William Heinemann 

of London in 1912. She derived this title from the Fitzgerald’s English translation of the 

Rubaiyat of Umar Khayyam: 

                                     “Come, fill the cup, and in the Fire of Spring 

                                      The winter garment of Repentance fling: 

                                       The Bird of Time has but a little way 

                                       To fly- and Lo!the Bird is on the wing.”(As quoted in 

Naravane,p.26). 

Her last collection “The Broken Wing” which was published in 1917 also contains many 

poems thematically closer to the Persian sensibility. For example the poems like “A Song 

from Shiraz”, “The Imam Bara”, “The Wandering Beggars” and “Imperial Delhi”.  
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Conclusion:  

Sarojini Naidu, the poetess, has not only made her strong presence felt on the political as 

well as literary stage but has also reigned them with vigor and elegance. She has written 

on diverse topics and themes. If her romantic and nature poetry offers sweet and 

soothing melody of nightingale her patriotic poems act as a clarion call to wake up the 

mind from deep slumber and hibernation. The abovementioned poems carry profuse 

potential in essence and substance for fresh analysis and enquiry to spill it in new vein 

with Persian perspective. It will certainly bring forth multiple narratives and enrich the 

academia. As a matter of fact, on a through scrutiny and assessment of her poetry and 

political inclinations, it can be ascertained that her writing has played a significant role in 

strengthening and promoting the Indo-Persian cultural ties. Thus she rightly deserves to 

be called an ambassador of the Indo-Persian cultural relations.          

                                                                     --------- 
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Reading Iranian Renaissance through Fiction 

 

Fiction is the term used to describe any story created in the imagination, rather 

than based on only history or fact. It is an act of imaginative and revolutionary invention 

in a manner whose authenticity of reality is not usually assumed. In other words, since 

fiction is free of any necessary embedding of facts, it is required to portray not only 

characters that are actual persons or representations that are factually accurate but also 

characters that are generally open to interpretation. Fiction can be expressed in a variety 

of formats, including novels, short stories, fables, legends, myths, fairy tales, epic and 

narrative, live performances, films, television programs, video games, and role-playing 

games. 

The evolution of the story first began even before man could write. It was started in the 

form of storytelling. During this early period, storytellers mostly relied on stock phrases, 

fixed rhythms, and rhymes to aid themselves in constructing and memorizing tales. 

The early literature was mainly produced by some of the world's earliest civilizations—

those of ancient Egypt, Sumerian and Indus valley - as early as the 4th millennium BC. 

Major stories from the ancient Middle East were in verse: “The War of the Gods”, “The 

Story of Adapa” (both Babylonian), “The Heavenly Bow”, and “The King Who Forgot” 

(both Canaanite). During the second millennium B.C., these tales were engraved in 

cuneiform on clay, and world-famous Indian stories such as "Panchatantra," "Jataka 

Tales," and others in the Sanskrit language were also versed during that early period. 

In Iran, modern novel writing was started with the translation works of European writers 

by famous Persian scholars like - Mirza Fath Ali khan Akhondzadeh, Zainul Abediin 

Moraghe ii, Mohammad Baqar Mirza Khusravi, Sheikh Musa, Sanaati Zadeh Kirmani, 

etc. They were the scholars who introduced European literature to Persian people in the 
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form of a novel. ‘Sayahat name Ibrahim baig’ by Zainul Abediin Moragheii, is regarded 

as the first novel in Persian literature.  

The early writings in the form of novels brought a revolution in awakening people - 

socially and politically. It also led to the emergence of a new reading public, mainly 

urban and middle class, with new tastes and preferences, and with time to allot to 

reading in the privacy of their homes. 

However, with the increase of technology and modernization, people around the globe 

have lost their interest in reading novels. Iran was no different in experiencing similar 

changes. This trend paved the way for the development of short story writings in Iran 

and around the world, more or less during the same period. It gained popularity because 

it was different from novels with respect to the subject and content of writings, and more 

importantly, it saves precious time. That is why this sort of writing was embraced by 

people all over the world. 

 

The beginning of short story writings started with the publication of “Farsi Shekar Ast”. 

The very first short story in the Persian language was published in a German magazine 

Kaaveh from Berlin, followed by a collection of short stories called “Yaki bood yaki na 

bood” in the year 1922 AD.  The above-mentioned works were authored by an Iranian 

literary genius, Mohammad Ali Jamaal Zadeh also known as the father of short story 

writing in Iran, due to his contribution to the evolution of short stories. A similar trend 

was followed by his other writers like Sadique Hedayat, Jalaal Aal Ahmad, Bozorg Alvi, 

Sadique Chubak, Simiin Daanishwar, Saed Nafisi etc.  

These authors have brought sea changes and revolutionized Iranian society with issues 

like freedom, women rights, equality, human rights, nationalism, westernization, the 

drain of wealth, criticism on the regime, rules and regulations, customs and traditions 

like never before. They discussed every issue at length. These contemporary Persian 

scholars' innovative and out-of-the-box thinking brought great awareness among the 

Iranian societies. The objective of present article is to highlight the issues discussed in 

the writings of great Iranian scholars that paved the way for socio-political changes in 

Iranian society, as well as how fiction played a role in bringing about the Iranian 

Renaissance. 
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Description of Socio-Political issues through Short Stories 

The writings of several Persian short story writers have left remarkable imprints on Iran 

and the Persian world. They have played an important role in the awakening of Iranian 

society. A few of them who were at the forefront in bringing changes in Iranian society 

are mentioned below – 

“Rajol-e- Siyasi” a short story written by Syed Mohammad Ali Jamal Zadeh in 1918 

and published in 1921 in his anthology “Once Upon a Time”, has been generally read as 

a scathing critique of the corrupt and ingenuine politics in the wake of the constitutional 

revolution. In this short story, the author exposes the corrupted environment of politics 

and how the corrupted political environment has been so normalized that an ordinary 

person doesn’t see it as problematic. Moreover, it is commonly understood that politics 

is not a place for honest people. In the backdrop of this perception, the author tries to 

encourage ordinary people to participate in the political process so that the normalized 

nature of corrupted politics can be eroded. 

Jalal Al Ahmad’s “The Seh’tar” was published as a collection of thirteen short stories 

in the book named The Seh’tar in 1327. This story was about a poor and week player 

who loved to sing and play seh’tar to share his hidden emotions and inner feelings with 

others, but because of his financial problems, he could never play the way he wanted and 

only played for others. The author not only explicitly highlighted the poverty and 

illiteracy that surrounded the society but also described the wake, pale and poor seh’tar 

player in a way to shame rich people into persuading the readers to think deeply. 

“Mohalil” is a masterpiece of Sadique Hedayat that depicts a very sensitive social issue 

relating to conjugal life. Mr Yadullah, the centre character, gets married to a young and 

beautiful girl who unfortunately is divorced later. With the passage of time, Yadullah 

thinks of remarrying her. But according to law, the divorce has to undergo some hard-

legal procedure in order to remarry her. This story tells how a socially constructed evil 

(Halala) becomes a barrier for a person to return towards his love and to live a normal 

life. Thus, this story explains the negative impact of ‘Mohalil’ not only on an individual 

but also on society as it disrupted the equilibrium of the society that is necessary for the 

stability of the society and relationship. His short stories played a vital role in shaping 

the mind of common people and make them aware of their fundamental rights. 
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“Shahri chon behesht” is the title of a collection of short stories written by Samin 

Daneshvar and published in 1340. She transports the reader to the depths of the 

deprivation and sufferings of a lower-class woman, who inevitably has to serve and 

survive. The story vividly depicts the plight of a group of women who were exploited 

socially, physically, and sexually. Danishvar successfully demonstrates how women are 

consistently ignored by representatives of the opposite sex as well as their own sex in an 

increasingly patriarchal environment. 

“Khan-e-Pedari”, written by Saed Nafisi, is a well-written piece about nationalism and 

the struggle of a person for his place. In this story, it is shown that a person named 

Nasrullah, who lost his parents in his childhood, loves his city so much that when 

English came to his city - Herat to occupy the area, everyone in the city migrates to 

another city, but he is the only person who didn’t leave his place and stayed there. This 

shows the love and nationalism of a person for his place. Through this story, the author 

attempts to encourage nationalism among the citizen so that they could rethink their 

decision of leaving their native place. 

 

Conclusion 

The current article emphasized how Iranian intellectuals attacked society's oppressive 

activities through the use of short stories. They questioned society's evil habits and 

increased consciousness among society's members. They opposed the government, 

promoted nationalism, advocated for women's rights, equality with men, and wrote about 

female sexuality in Iranian orthodox culture, chastised society for its apathy toward 

lower social strata and prevailing evils, defied international intervention in cultural and 

social life, and brought literature closer to the common person. 
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Eminent Slaves of Sultan Iltutmish: A Political Perspective 

 

Abstract: 

Present paper seeks to highlight a critical appraisal of the political perspective 

of eminent slaves of Sultan Iltutmish. A discussion over the split legacy of Muizzi and 

Qutbi is also important to understand the actual political atmosphere during that 

particular period of time. It is really interesting to understand that Iltutmish became the 

new Sultan of the Sultanate at that time when the legal heir of the kingdom was alive. 

After ascending over the throne of the Sultanate, Iltutmish not only conquered the 

regions but also ruled over these territories with the help of his Turkish slaves. These 

eminent slaves were not homogenous and belong to different tribal groups. Most of them 

were purchased, attained training, performed duties and finally Sultan Iltutmish 

conferred them royal dignitary posts and assignment of the iqtas. 

Key words: Eminent Slaves, Muizzi, Nobility, Qutbi, Shamsi, Sultan Iltutmish. 

  

From the beginning of the Turkish subjugation in India, we perceived the 

nobility till the end of time occupied a crucial place to comprehend Turkish realm and its 

management.1After the death of Sultan Muiz-ud Din and Sultan Qutb-ud Din Aibek, we 

seeming the view of split legacy of Muizzi nobles through the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri of 

Minhaj-us Siraj. At that time Delhi was not considered as a supreme territory and 

struggled to attain its sovereignty from the neighboring regions. Hasan Nizami and 

Minhaj, both historians described clash among these neighboring states to accomplish 

power and authority.2 Minhaj clearly pointed the partition of the authority of Muizzi 

 
1 S. B. P. Nigam, Nobility under the Sultans of Delhi (1206-1398 A. D.), Munshiram Manoharlal 
Publishers, New Delhi, 1968, p. 21. 
2 Sunil Kumar, The Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate 1192-1286, Permanent Black, Delhi, 2007, 
p. 129. 
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inheritance in North India. Taj-ud Din Yalduz ruled over the Ghazni, Nasir-ud Din 

Qubacha on Sindh, province of Lakhanauti come under the control of Khalaj Sultans and 

Maliks and Delhi controlled by Sultan Iltutmish. 1 

  A notable characteristic of the armies and the political systems of the Abbasids 

caliphs was omnipresent of the martial slaves and this feature continued in Sultanate 

period too. Nizam-ul Mulk Tusi, who was a Seljuq wazir, described in his famous book 

Siyasatnamah about the recruitment of the slaves to unite the political vigor of the 

sovereign.2 

Qutb-ud Din Aibek strengthened his position through the operations of his 

Amirs and slaves. It was really strange to think that Aibek had a son, Aram Shah for 

succession but contemporary historians clearly pointed out that he was not able to rule 

over the Sultanate. After the death of Qutb-ud Din Aibek, Qutbi Slaves, Free Amirs and 

his own son Aram Shah contended themselves to attain their master’s legacy. A war of 

succession perceived in that situation whereas only one legal heir was there. A 

disagreement of progression provides political rapport on the question of legacy and 

creating the authority of Sultanate.3 

On the death of Qutb-ud Din Aibek Muizzi legacy became powerful in Benaras 

and Awadh along with Sindh, Bayana, Lahore, Lakhanauti and little with Lahore-Delhi.  

Minhaj-us Siraj mentioned in his Tabaqat-i Nasiri that there was two 

challenging groups exist in that political condition, one was Muizzi and the other one 

Qutbi. These two political contenders continue engaged in hostility to grasp the political 

power and authority of the Sultanate. North Indian political vicinity controlled by Muizzi 

Amirs, whereas the Qutbi were the split group. On the one side, there were senior martial 

slaves and commanders in which one of them was the governor of Badaun Shams-ud Din 

Iltutmish and on the other side we find commanders, and soldiers of the central 

deputation of royal army stationed at Lahore. Senior slaves, who not attained the position 

of governors by Sultan Qutb-ud Din Aibek, actually guided these royal armies.4 

 
1 Minhaj-us-Siraj Jurjani, Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, Ed. Abdul Hayy Habibi, 2 vols., Anjuman Tarikh 
Afghanistan, Kabul, 1332;  Tr. H. G. Raverty, Tabakat-i-Nasiri,  vols. II, Low Price Publications, 
New Delhi, 2010, p. 418.  
2 Ali Hasan Ibn Ali Nizam ul Mulk Tusi, Siyasatnamah, (ed.) by Schefer, paris, 1891.  
3 Sunil Kumar, The Emergence of the Delhi Sultanate 1192-1286, op. cit., p. 130. 
4 ibid., pp., 131-132.  
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On the death of Qutb-ud Din Aibek, the reactions of Qutbi slaves were changed. 

Supporters of Aram Shah stationed at Lahore, were the sections of the central deputation. 

They were acknowledging their master’s son to think that it was their legal duty.1  

There were also some political reasons why these Qutbi supported Aram Shah 

as a successor. Minhaj clarified that, Qutbi upheld Aram Shah to control rebellion and 

encourage the reassure of the people and the assurance of the soldiers of the central 

contingent. These lines explained that to raise Aram Shah for the throne, these slaves 

were not fulfilling their legal duty but for their own sake. Behind all these, they wanted 

to handle public orders for the advantage of their personal group. Further the comfort 

and confidence of the Qutbi visualized endorsement of their personal objectives. They 

wanted to become the real executers of power and authority behind the puppet heir like 

Aram Shah. One more reason behind this was that Ali Ismail who was the amir-i-daud 

along with some other judges and military commanders supported Iltutmish, who was 

the senior Qutbi slave. It was really surprising that rather than given support to the legal 

heir, they wanted to sustain power and authority into the hands of Iltutmish who was the 

slave of his master. Hasan Nizami and Minhaj, both the historians supplied information 

which is bias. From the reign of Qutb-ud Din Aibek, they inveterate the dominant 

position of Iltutmish within the attendants. From the time, he purchased till he rose to the 

elevated post, each minute detail provided by these historians.2   

One thing is also important to understand that Qutbi slaves were not ready to 

accept a slave as his new Sultan. Because of this reason they supported Aram Shah and 

disregarded member of his own retinue.3 But finally all difficulties vanished and 

Iltutmish became as a new Sultan of Delhi.4  

Over a period of twenty six years of his reign, Iltutmish secured the throne of 

the Sultanate from the opponents. And it was possible only with the help his Turkish 

slaves. These Turkish slaves were controlled and organized by Iltutmish himself during 

 
1 ibid., p. 132. 
2 ibid., pp., 132-134; See also Mohammad Habib and Khaliq Ahmad Nizami (eds.), A 
Comprehensive History of India, vol-v, People’s Publishing House, New Delhi, 1970, p. 207. 

 
3 ibid., p. 134. 
4 Muhammad Aziz Ahmad, Political History & Institutions of the Early Turkish Empire of Delhi, 
Oriental Books Reprint Corporation, New Delhi, 1972, p. 154. 
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his life time but after his death they become ambitious and enjoyed monopoly over the 

power and authority of the throne.1 

 The most revealing part of Minhaj’s Tabaqat-i-Nasri is the account of his 

twenty five nobles.2 Barani inferred in his Tarikh-i-Firozshahi about the group of forty 

nobles of Turks popularly known as Turkan-i-Chihalghani who enjoyed power and 

authority during this period of time.3  

Gavin Hambly was the first intellectual who observed that the Chihalghani was 

the privileged group of the slaves who secured significant position among the retinue of 

the Shamsi slaves.4 Further he included that Tabaqat-i-Nasiri provided information 

about twenty five nobles of forty members of Chihalghani.5 

Irfan Habib precisely opines on the basis of Sufic literature that throughout the 

Sultanate period; slavery was an ordinary observation which was widespread in the 

society for the vigorous construct of techniques and skills carried by the Ghurid 

conquerors and Sultans of the Sultanate from outside India.6 

If we see these nobles carefully, we find that these Shamsi slaves were not 

homogenous and divided on the basis of the societal and place of origins. They were 

Qipchaq, Qara-Khetai, Rumi, Ilbari, Khiva and Turk-i-Garji.7 Through the original text 

of the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, we find a separate chapter over these twenty five Shamsi Maliks 

of Hindustan. Accounts of these Maliks were discussed in chapter xxii of this book.8 

1. Malik Taj-ud Din Sanjar Kaz-lak Khan 

2. Al Sani-ul Malik Kabir Khan Ayyaz Al Muizzi 
 

1 Khaliq Ahmad Nizami (ed.), Politics and Society during the Early Medieval Period: Collected 
Works of Professor Mohammad Habib, vol. I, People’s Publishing House, New Delhi, 1974, p. 
106.  
2 Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, On History and Historians of Medieval India, Munshiram Manohar 
Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1983, p. 80. 
3 Khaliq Ahmad Nizami, On History and Historians of Medieval India, op. cit., p. 80 
4 Gavin Hambly, Who Were the Chihilgani, the Forty Slaves of Sultan Shams Al-Din Iltutmish of 
Delhi?, in: J. P.S., vol. x, Iran, 1972, pp., 57-62. 
5 ibid. 
6 Irfan Habib, Slavery in the Delhi Sultanate, Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries- Evidence from 
Sufic Literature, in:  I. H. R., vol. xv, Nos. 1-2, Delhi, 1991, p. 248.   . 
7 S. Jabir Raza, ‘The Turk Officers of Iltutmish and Their Origins: Evidence of Tabaqat-i-Nasiri’, 
S. N. R. Rizvi (ed.), Narratives of the Shared Past: Gangetic Valley Through the Millenium, New 
Delhi, 2016, p. 97. 
8 Minhaj-us-Siraj Jurjani, Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, vols. II, Abdul Hayy Habibi (ed.), op. cit., pp., 03- 49; 
See also Jackson, Peter, The Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, 1999, p. 61. 
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3. Malik Nasir-ud Din Aitimur-ul Bahai  

4. Malik Saif-ud Din Aibek Uchcha 

5. Malik Saif-ud Din Aibek Yughantat 

6. Malik Nusrat-ud Din Tayasi Al-Muizzi  

7. Malik Izz-ud Din Tughan Khan Tughril 

8. Malik Tamur Khan 

9. Malik Hindu Khan Muayyid-ud Din Mubarak-ul Khazin 

10. Malik Ikhtiyar-ud Din Qara Qash Khan Aet-Kin  

11. Malik Ikhtiyar-ud Din Altuniah,Tabarhinda 

12. Malik Ikhtiyar-ud Din Aet-Kin 

13. Malik Badr-ud Din Sunqar-ul Rumi 

14. Malik Taj-ud Din Sanjar Qutluq 

15. Malik Taj-ud Din Sanjar Kuret Khan 

16. Malik Bat Khan Saif-ud Din Aibek Khitai 

17. Malik Taj-ud Din Sanjar Turkhan 

18. Malik Ikhtiyar-ud Din Yuzbak Tughril Khan 

19. Malik Taj-ud Din Sanjar Arsalan Khan Al-Khwarizmi 

20. Malik Izz-ud Din Kashlu Khan Al-Sultani  

21. Malik Saif-ud Din Arkuli Dadbak  

22. Malik Badr-ud DinNusrat Khan Sunqar Sufi 

23. Malik Nusrat-ud Din Sher Khan 

24. Malik Kashli Khan Saif-ud Din Aibek Al-Sultani Malik-ul Hijab 

25. Al-Khaqan-ul Muazzam Baha-ul Huq wa-ud Din, Ulugh Khan Balban-Al Sultani 

Major H.G. Raverty also provided a list of these nobles but their sequence was 

differed from the Chapter xxii of the Tabaqat-i-Nasiri of Abdul Hayy Habibi. The list 

which Raverty provided was as follows: Malik Firoz Iltutmish, the Salar Shahzada of 

Khwarizm; Malik Ala-ud-Din Jani, Shahzada of Turkistan; Malik Qub-ud-din Husain, 

Son of Ali, son of Abi Ali, Malik of Ghur; Malik Izz-ud-Din Kabir Khan-i-Ayaz; Malik 

Ikhtiyar-ud-Din, Hussain; Malik Taj-ud-Din, Sanjar-i-Gajz-lak Khan; Malik Ikhtiyar-ud-

Din Daulat Shah-i-Balka, son of Husam-ud-Din, Iwaz Khalji, Malik of Lkhanawati; 

Malik-ul-Umra, Iftikhar-ud-Din, Amir of Karah; MalikRukn-ud-Din Hamzah-i-Abd-ul-

Mlik; Malik Baha-ud-Din, Bulad (Pulad)-i-Nasiri; Malik of Ghur, Nasir-ud-Din, Madini, 

Shaansabani; Malik Nasir-ud-Din, Mardan Shah, Muhammad-i-Chaush (the Pursuivant); 
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Malik Nasir-ud-Din of Bindar (Pindar), the Chaush; Malik Nasir-ud-Din-i-Tughan, 

Feoffee of Budaun; Malik Izz-ud-Din, Tughril, Kutbi (Baha-i); Malik Izz-ud-Din, Bakht-

yar, the Khalji; Malik Kara Sunkar-i-Nasiri; Malik Nasir-ud-Din, Aiyitim-i-Baha-I; 

Malik Asad-ud-Din, Tez Khan-i-Kutbi; Malik Husam-ud-Din, Aghul-Bak, Malik of 

Awadh; Malik Izz-ud-Din Ali, Nagawri, Siwalkhi.1  

A closer examination of these Shamsi slaves inferred us that most of them 

purchased, went through stages of training, and performed duties in the royal household. 

All of these twenty five slaves had been purchased and trained by Iltutmish before he 

became Sultan. It is also clear that though Sultan already had a bond to these slaves and 

when he became Sultan, these trusted nobles attained dignitary posts and deployed some 

of the important territories of the Sultanate. 2 

It is historically correct to say that during this period of time a split legacy of Muizzi 

and Qutbi was perceived. And finally Iltutmish became victorious to attend the throne of 

the Sultanate. With the help of his band of slaves, Iltutmish conquered the territories in a 

large extent and also managed the administration of these territories. His twenty five 

Turkish slaves were belonged to different tribal sections. First they purchased, 

accomplished their training in the royal household, carried out duties and at the moment 

when they became the reliable of the Sultan, achieved important deployment of the iqtas 

and became the supporter of the Sultanate.  
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Abstract  

Al-Qaida’s attacks on Washington and New York on September 11, 2001, have sparked 

widespread international agreement on the threat presented by terrorism. This new focus 

offers Israel and Turkey once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to deepen their strategic 

engagement. Turkish officials had already acknowledged that counter-terrorism 

collaboration was a key objective of the growing Israeli-Turkish treaty as early as 1993. 

The strategic environment after September 11 had also introduced a significant 

component to the Israeli-Indian dynamic. Cooperation in the fight against terrorism has 

long been a feature of the two countries' relationship. War against terrorism is of 

paramount importance to all three countries. Terrorism takes numerous forms, and each 

of the three countries has had to deal with distinct types of it. Israel, a variety of 

nationalist Palestinian factions' terrorism, Turkey, the PKK's violence, and India, the 

threat of Naxalites, Tamil separatist, and Kashmiri separatist terrorism. Beyond these 

regional terrorist concerns, a larger threat hangs over all three countries the threat of 

extremist Islamist groups acting as proxy for hostile regimes and posing significant 

challenges to internal peace and order in India, Israel, and Turkey. It's perhaps no 

surprise that Islamic extremism threatens three democratic countries with Hindu, 

Jewish, and Muslim majorities, respectively. The global nature of Islamist groups is one 

element that could push all three countries to increase counter-terrorism cooperation. 

Key Words: India, Israel, Turkey, Terrorism, War 
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After the end of Cold War, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the United States' 

invasion of Kuwait in 1991, Turkey assessed its regional foreign policy choices. “The 

subtraction of USSR power from the Middle East has turned Turkey from a flank state to 

a frontline state facing many fronts,” as Turkey's then-foreign minister Hikmet Cetin 

eloquently explained in 1993. In the aftermath of the end of the Cold War, the demise of 

the Soviet Union, the war in Kuwait, and the establishment of Pax Americana in the 

West Asian and North African (WANA) region in particular, India, like Turkey, had to 

refocus its foreign policy.  

When the unrest in Kashmir increased, India lost its longtime military supplier and vital 

diplomatic friend, the Soviet Union. While maintaining its basic strategy, India began a 

gradual but necessary adjustment in its policy toward the WANA region. While 

continuing to support the Palestinian cause during the Madrid Peace talks and after the 

Oslo Peace Accords, the establishment of diplomatic relations with Israel in early 1992 

constituted a significant move. The fact that India voted in favour of UNSC Resolution 

687 on April 3, 1991 (imposing tough cease-fire terms on Iraq) was a strong indicator of 

changes in India's West Asia strategy. India could not ignore the fact that the US had 

emerged as the undisputed leader of the West both during and after the 1990-1991 

Kuwait crises, and given India's reliance on the West, particularly on US good will at the 

IMF and the World Bank, India could hardly tolerate pressure from these quarters.1 

In December 1991, India voted in support of UNGA Resolution 46/86, which reversed 

its November 10, 1975 resolution No.3379, which equated Zionism with racism, and was 

the first sign of a shift in India's stance toward Israel. . Meetings between Indian and 

Israeli officials at the UN, the US, and elsewhere were reported shortly after: Following 

up on its prior decision, India decided on January 29, 1992 to establish full diplomatic 

relations with Israel. Apart from India's role in the Kuwait problems, this represents a 

decisive shift in the government's approach to the WANA area. India's position toward 

Israel has been dubbed a "reversal" by some. The Jewish state was no longer seen as a 

pariah as it had been in the past. 

Indeed, as then-foreign secretary, JN Dixit recognized, "the West Asian scenario has 

transformed in the post-Gulf war period, and the strait-jacketed combative relations 

between Israel and the Arab countries have started fading. If India had stayed out of 
 

1 Ofra Bengio and Gencer Ozlan “Arab Perceptions of Turkey and its Alignment with Israel”, 
Middle Eastern Studies, Vol. 37, No. 2, April, 2001, PP. 50-92. 
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these actions, it would have demonstrated a lack of political judgment.” In terms of its 

goals, India's foreign policy may currently be described as far more pragmatic and 

practical.1 

Although the end of the Cold War removed one geopolitical reason for US support for 

Israel, the US continued to aid and support Israel. Following the "Madrid and Oslo peace 

processes," Israel established a regional strategic cooperation with Turkey. On Syria, 

Iran, the Kurds, terrorism, and other concerns, Israel and Turkey have grown closer. 

Since 1993, Israel and Turkey have had strategic ties that have resulted in intelligence 

cooperation, joint training, military-to-military exchanges, and collaborative defense 

development. Israeli and Turkish troops and navies regularly undertake joint exercises 

under a 1996 agreement, and Israeli pilots often use Turkey's extensive airspace for 

flying training. Since 1998, Turkey and Israel have engaged in a recurrent search and 

rescue exercise in the eastern Mediterranean, called "Reliant Mermaid." “The Israeli-

Turkish partnership accomplishes the key purpose of creating an expanded deterrent for 

both countries,” as one writer put it.2  

Close Turkish-Israeli connections, as well as increased cooperation between India and 

Turkey and rapid improvement in Indo-Israeli ties, have resulted in triangular 

cooperation between India, Turkey, and Israel on a variety of topics, including counter-

terrorism measures. Military and defense collaboration, as well as intelligence sharing 

and counter-terrorism coordination, are among the Indo-Israeli links. From MIG jet 

modifications to the construction of India's MBT-The Arjun, Israel is involved in a 

number of important Indian military initiatives. Bilateral trade between India and Israel 

has grown from $200 million in 1992 to $2.5 billion in 2005 and is expected to reach $5 

billion in 2008. India has become a popular destination for Israeli entrepreneurs, with 

more than 100 Israeli companies operating in India in the industries of R&D, 

manufacturing, and software. In truth, since the UPA government of Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh took office in May 2004, India's attitude toward Israel has remained 

 
1 AK Pasha, “India and Israel: Growing Co-operation”, World Focus, Vol. 14, No. 8, August, 
1993, PP.19-22; Efraim Inbar, “The Resilence of Israel-Turkish Relations” , Israel Affairs, Vol. 
11, No. 4, October, 2005, PP.591-607. 
 
2  Ilan Berman, “Israel, India and Turkey: Triple Entente” Middle East Quarterly, Fall, 2002, Vol. 
9, No. 1 
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unchanged. "There has been strong continuity of policies from the former Government to 

the current one," remarked Israel's Ambassador to India, Mr. David Danieli.1                                                                         

     There is also a lot of cooperation in the issue of missile defense between India, Israel, 

and the United States. However, collaboration between India, Israel, and Turkey in the 

sphere of counter-terrorism is strong, especially following the events of September 11, 

2001 in the United States. As one writer put it, "this new focus gives an unprecedented 

opportunity for Israel and Turkey to extend their strategic discussion." Turkish officials 

acknowledged that counter-terrorism coordination was a primary objective of the 

burgeoning Israeli-Turkish entente as early as 1993." Since September 11, 2001, Indo-

Israeli counter-terrorism cooperation has taken on a new dimension. "Israel has even sent 

security experts to Kashmir to train and advise Indian forces." 

Mr. Shimon Peres, who visited India in January 2002, described Indo-Israeli 

collaboration as "a coalition without a choice "since" any government, democratic or 

otherwise, can forgive or be oblivious to the perils of terrorism." Many Israeli 

commentators have suggested that a strategic cooperation between Israel, India, and 

Turkey is forming, and that this "possible entente" offers the US an opportunity to think 

"outside the box" when it comes to constructing new security institutions in the West 

Asian region.2 

Mr. Bulent Ecevit was deposed in November 2002 by the Justice and Development Party 

(AKP), an Islamist party. In the Grand National Assembly, the AKP obtained a two-

thirds majority. With the AKP's huge majority, the Turkish constitution was changed to 

adhere to EU rules, limiting the involvement of the armed forces in political decision-

making, as stipulated by the National Security Council. Mr. K Gajendra Singh, India's 

former Ambassador to Turkey from 1992 to 1996, claims that "The AKP is taking a 

risky pathway. The Turkish military is a bulwark and defender of secularism. They most 

recently forced the resignation of a coalition government led by an Islamist Prime 

Minister, Najemettin Erbakan, in 1997."3 Ironically, when in opposition in 1997, former 

Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit lavished admiration on Indian political groups for refusing 

to back the BJP's minority government. Mr. Recep Tayep Erdogon, the Turkish Prime 

 
1 The Hindu, 26,November, 2005 
2 Efria Inbar, “Regional implications of the Israel-Turkish Partnership” , Turkish Studies, Vol. 3, 
No. 2 Autumn, 2002, PP. 21-43 
3 K. Gajendra Singh, No. 116 
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Minister, refused to allow US soldiers to transit through Turkey during the invasion of 

Iraq in March 2003. Turkish decision-makers have been preoccupied with the Kurdish 

question. The PKK is viewed as a threat in Turkish Kurdish territories, while PKK 

militants seek safety in areas controlled by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan [PUK], 

which is led by Iraqi President Jallal Talabani.  

Turkey also has relations with the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), which controls 

Dahouk and Erbil in northern Iraq and is led by Masoud Barzani, son of Mullah Mustafa 

Barzani. Turkey genuinely wants a free hand in northern Iraq so that it may intervene 

whenever it wants to stop its own Kurdish insurgents from using Iraqi territory. Former 

Turkish President Suleiman Demirel has hinted at the potential, if not the necessity, of 

changing the Iraqi-Turkish boundary, as well as returning Kirkuk and Mosul to Turkish 

authority, as they were before the First World War, when the British incorporated these 

areas into Iraq.1 

 

WAR AGAINST TERRORISM 

   The combating terrorism is of paramount importance to all three countries. Terrorism 

takes numerous forms, and each of the three countries has encountered different local 

varieties—Israel, terrorism by a variety of nationalist Palestinian factions, Turkey, PKK 

violence, and India, terrorism by Naxalites, Tamil separatists, and Kashmiri separatists. 

Beyond these regional terrorist concerns, a larger threat hangs over all three countries: 

the threat of extremist Islamist groups acting as proxy for hostile regimes and posing 

significant challenges to internal peace and order in India, Israel, and Turkey. Perhaps it 

is no coincidence that Islamic extremism threatens three democratic countries with 

Hindu, Jewish, and Muslim majorities, respectively. Islamist groups' transnational nature 

is one aspect that could push all three governments to cooperate more closely in 

counterterrorism.  

Al-Qaida’s attack on Washington and New York on September 11, 2001, has sparked 

widespread international agreement on the threat presented by terrorism. This new focus 

gives an exceptional opportunity for Israel and Turkey to strengthen their strategic 

engagement. Turkish officials had already acknowledged that counter-terrorism 

 
1 Bulent Aras, Turkey and The Greater Middle East, (Istanbul: Tasam, 2004, PP. 101-108 
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collaboration was a key objective of the burgeoning Israeli-Turkish entente as early as 

1993.1 Since then, this concern has increasingly risen on both countries' agendas. The 

advent of Hezbollah as a significant terrorist powerhouse in neighboring Lebanon, as 

well as the expanding power of HAMAS and Palestinian Islamic Jihad in the West Bank 

and Gaza, have become top topics on Israel's national security agenda. While Islamist 

organizations’ influence in Turkey has been reduced, the Turkish military is 

appropriately concerned about the threat their doctrine poses to the country's secular, 

democratic principles. 

It's not surprising, then, that in the aftermath of September 11, Israeli and Turkish leaders 

were quick to declare their commitment to working with the US in the fight against 

terrorism. Both countries, which are threatened by Islamism and other types of regional 

terrorism, want to be recognized as important allies in Washington's counter-terrorist 

coalition. “We are in the vanguard of that coalition, which is fighting terrorism. There's 

no doubt about it” Turkish Prime Minister Ismail Cem said during a recent visit to 

Israel.2 

The strategic environment after September 11 had also introduced a significant 

component to the Israeli-Indian dynamic. Cooperation in the fight against terrorism has 

long been a feature of the two countries' relationship. In the disputed area of Kashmir, 

Israel has even dispatched security experts to train and advise Indian forces.3 However, a 

lack of understanding of the interdependence of the risks that both countries face has 

historically hampered cooperation. 

However, in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in the United States, Jerusalem and 

New Delhi have exhibited a new understanding on the threat of terrorism posed by 

transnational Islamist extremism. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres' visit to New 

Delhi in January 2002 highlighted a growing Israeli recognition of this expanded 

possibilities for cooperation. Peres publicly acknowledged Indo-Israeli cooperation as "a 

coalition without a choice because no country democratic or otherwise can forgive or be 

indifferent to the dangers of terrorism" during talks with Indian Prime Minister Atal 

Behari Vajpayee, external affairs minister Jaswant Singh, and Defense Minister George 

 
1 Milliyet (Istanbul), January 27, 1994 
2 The Wall Street Journal Europe, January 23, 2002 
3 The Pakistan Newswire, September 26, 2000 
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Fernandez.1 These feelings aren't just a matter of speech. The two countries have 

increased their military-to-military and regional security coordination in recent years. In 

the Middle East and South Asia, American diplomacy is now focused on putting out 

fires. However, American architects need start thinking "outside the box" about new 

security structures at some point. When they do, they should take note of the 

developments in Ankara, Jerusalem, and New Delhi, and do even better to build on 

them.2 

Conclusion:  

India, Israel, and Turkey have collaborated to tackle terrorism. It has been agreed that the 

suppression of international terrorism, regardless of its source or motive, is a necessary 

part of maintaining international peace and security. Turkey and Israel also support 

India's efforts to have the United Nations establish a comprehensive convention on 

international terrorism, which would be a significant step toward strengthening the 

international legal framework for addressing this threat. This prospective entente is also 

an opportunity for the United States. All three countries are pro-Western, stable, and 

motivated by a shared interest in regional deterrence, missile defence, and counter-

terrorism. Together, they might form a pro-Western nexus capable of significantly 

supporting both US interests and activities. In fact, the United States would be the 

primary beneficiary of such an entente, as the triad would act as a powerful 

counterweight to the very states and movements that seek to undermine the United 

States' position between the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean: Iraq, Syria, and the 

Islamist international.  

 
1 The Times of India (Bombay), January 7, 2002 
2 Ilan Berman, “ Israel, India and Turkey: Triple Entente?”, Middle East Quarterly, Fall 2002, PP. 
33-40 


